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THE PREFACE. 


Hen the Doffors Sheets, relating to Mr. Cala- 
my's Ser mon,were Printed off, there fell into his: 
hands by chance 4 Book that bare this Title, Je- 
rubbaal Juſtified, The pretended Defign of 
ths Book, though it caft a ſufficient deal of dirt 
»pon the Eftabliſht Service of the Ehurch, was to induce the 
people to frequent it, by proving t to be their Duty to Commus- 
wicate therein, otherwiſe, the Author affirm'd, they were guilty 
of the breath of the Fourth Commandement, The Dottor 
tthed the Authors plea for Communion well-enough. But be- 

fades the by-blows which he gaveyin his Diſcomſe, as well t6 
the Eftabliſh'd Laws as to thoſe in Authority, and the Liturgy 

#t felf,the Dotor found head pm forth this Scandalous Poſytt- 
on of 2t7:Crofrons(with his Commendations «nd « challenge) 

viz, Thatno Miniſter of the'Gofpel-can receive an impo- 
ſed Liturgy wichonr Sing (or #0 this effef?,) The Dotter 
acquainted a worthy perſon with it, who having read the Po- 
fition over,with Mr. Croftons endeavenrs to prove the ſame, 

he told the Dottor ſomething muſt needs be returned in Anſwer 
t9 it, and prevailed with him to add thoſe few pages at the end 
of the $hrzets above mentioned, upon this account. 

As the Doltor mas unſatisfied with Mr. Croftons Poſiti- 
on, {That no Miniſter of the Goſpel conld without fin receive 
an impoſed Litorgy] $0 it ſeems ſome Separacift was un- 
w#ſatisfied with Jerubbaal Juſtified, for affirming that ihe 
people conld not without ſin refuſe 10 Communicate therein. - 
And this Perſon having written in Defence of Separation, 
againſt Mr. Crofton's Advocate, as the Doftor had done in 
Faſlification of the uſe of an eſtabliſh d Liturgy againſt Mr. 
Crotton himſelf; This provokes R.S. (for thoſe are 1he 
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Letters he deſores to be known by) totake up the Cudgels 4 4inf 
them both, and puts forth a Pamphlet with this Title, 
Word to DoRor Womeck,and A Blow (to the Brother of 
the Separation.) How the Separatiſt cav bear bis ſmart 
Blow 1 4m not much concerned to examine , but of his Word 
to Doffor Womock here is « full and ftrif# account as to aff 
the Syllables and Accents of it, That it comes forth no ſooner, 
the reaſon is, becauſe the DofFor never bad the leaſt hint of 

ach an Adverſery ill many moneths after his Pamphlet was 
diſperſed , nor then neither, but caſually by the hand of an old 
arquaintance,te whom ſore of that Party had privately preſent- 
ed 4 Copy,with ſome inſultation at the performance. For what 
theſe men are not allow'd to do above board wpon the common 
Rall,or i» che Pulpir, they wewt wnder-band and at private 

*Mectings, by thoſe many Non-Conformiſts, who ftifl have 
and bl take all advantages to foment ſuch ſeeds of Sedicion - 
and Schiſm «s they have formerly ſown inthe ſeveral places 
where they had bren #ndsly planted. 1 ſhall give the Reader 
no more trouble, after 1 have defired hins to Correl# ſome few 
Fſcapes of the Printer, and paſs by ſuch as are leſs Materiai. 
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An Echo to R.S. or a Return of hu 
Word to Dr. Womock. 


o 
42S: Lthough R. S. bethe two firſt letters of 
EAR Rebellion and Schiſm, we ſhall nor deter- 
AN. ; mine they ſignifie ſo much in this place g 
| IT | bur leave it tothe Miſtreſs of the ABC 

DANA) co interpret them. It they ſtand for the 
EW right Name of our AntegoniF, poſſibly 
R iS the firſt letter of the laſt (yllable of 
his Chriſtian-neme, and then he bas held ſome waſterſbip 
by Sequeſtration, and upon that account hasarriv'd at ſuch 
dexterity (as you ſee) in the art of Diſpwation, Heis ſo 
well vers'd in the terms of the Militia, we may very well 
conclude him to be a feading-manin the black regiment of 
. Bontefeus, who made up the Evangelium Armatum, Hows 
ever, we find him a very waſþ!ſb Adverſary , be is bur 
A Word and 4 Blow, (for (o he tells the world in the very 
Frontiſpice of his Pamphlet) though, while he deals his 
Blow to an Opponent thar ſufficiently deſerves it, he is (© 
gentle, he gives the Door but 4 Word , and truly 
that Word, though loud, ſo empty, that it it were not 
waſavoury, it could as little offend - hurt the DuRtor, 
By 
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By his inſolent carriage you may conclude him to be 
near-allied to the Phariſees for he doth no leſs admire him- 
ſelf than deſpiſe others 5 not onely a Prelatical Clergy, 
(which is not to be wondered at) but his own 6&rathren of 
the Separation and the Covenant ; and this he doth even 
then when he is pleading for Now-conformity to the Service 
and Orders of the Church, 

And herein he pretends to humility and modefty, and 
ſpeaks demurely of Conſcience and the Fear of God; while 
he diſcovers abundance of pride and arrogance, which (as 
1t hath nothing buc alittle chin Sophiſtry ro ſupporr it,ſo it) 
betrays him to prejudice and paſſion, rancour and contumely, 
againſt both his Seperiowrs and Informers,. Bur I (hall nor 
slufter my pen to rake into the filthy »lcers of this feeble 
Zazar, but content my (elf with pointing at them as we 
pals 200g, that you may take notice of the InteRion to 

This proud Philifim doth Frut and advance bimfelf with 
his cre# erect, as if he deſign'd to defie all the armies of the 
living God; and thus he begins to crow and beſpeak his 
vitory. 

« Since my publication of Fernbbasl juſtified, there bath 
<« appeared againſt it, and me, and Mr. Crofton concerned 
«init, a double Aſſault, by two different Antagoniſts, as 
<« directly contrary each tothe other as che right and letc 
& Wing, onely combin'd in oge ba#ta/ia under the Prince 
© of darkneſs [. Behold his charity] to darken and, it poſh- 
© ble, deſtroy the truth z (o that as Zwther between Pope 
<« 2nd Anabeptift, ſtands Mr. Crofton between a Prelatical 
& Clergy and Separatifts : yet winctt wveritas. [| This 4 
pred:iton of his own overthrow; yet he gallops on in tri- 
umph, making his bravedves in this language. ] © Such is 
*« the unſpeakable weakneſs of both theſe mens batteries, 
<< that Lhave paſſed them with ſcoro, [7h # bis bumility ] 
and 
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& 2nd food ſtill in expeRation of the on-ſet of their main 
&« Battalia [ Behold his non-ſenſe ; for whom doth he under - 
*« and when h: ſaith this? ] on the one fide or on the 
&© other; but noune appearing, I thought good co check 
« their Inſultation [ſed «lio faſt] (with which I bear 
«with yowr harveſt-ears) they are puffed up) by cheſe 
« tewlinzs Acad firſt, co begin with the learned Door, 
«© F would crave leave to tell him, if- he will give good 
< 2ſſurance that he will in the Schools of the Univerſity 
« pive Mr. Crofton (vive voce) the Anſwer publiſhed in 
* his name, I will be bound [| has, by your Solemn League 
© 4nd Covenant ?] Mr, Crofton (hall meet him to receive 
© it, and [ Enter Impertinence and Yanity] if the Boys do 
* not hiſs the Doctor, he ſhall go out wider. By which 
diſcourſe a man might wager that he held his wit as well 
as his maſterſhip by Sequeſtration, and the 3iae being now 
turn'd, he is quite 9»ted of them both. Bur let us give 
him time, Je. 
« Shall I preſume (ſaich he) 6 take a curn with this 
©«reverend Archdeacon © I muſt then tell him, if he did 
* not miſtake,bisPrinter hath wrong'd him ac the enrrance 
© of his. Undertaking, to make him read Non-conformif 
« inſtead of Now-conformiſt. 
Avery remarkable Obſervation ! but the DoRor was 
aware of the diſtintion, and ſo the miſtake is impurable 
to the Compoſer or the CorreFFor of the Prefs. Bur this 
advantage will got get KR, S. the victory, for it is nothing 
to the parpoſe z and therefore he wheels about, and char- 
ges again in theſe lines. 
c« That pride and overweening conceit of our own worth 
«« maketh men Non eonformiſts,1 deny ; for it is humility and 
&« the fear of the Lord ;, They dare not deviate from Di- 
« yine direQions, and your inſtance is an evidence of the 


« ſame; whileſt Mr, Crefton doth humbly conſult whe- 
I B 2 ther 


4 Conformity re-aſſerted. 
« ther his Conformity may conſiſt with his Miniſterial of- 
« fce, and modeſtly offer his Notions to Argamentation ; 
<« the one ſheweth his fear of fin, whileſt the other ſhew- 
© eth his willingneſs ts be convinced, and both his hu- 
&« mility.. 

Here, Mr. Replicant, you talk of the fear of the Lord and 
the fear of fin ; and if you could name but one ſingle per 
ſon of yoar perſuaſion (and, it you conſult your own bo- 
ſom, youdare not be ſo arrogant as to make your (elf the 
Inſtance) that was not heartily engaged in the late yebel. 
lon, you might have ſome colour ro be believed : Buc 
ſome of you will pretend, that God puts hi fear into your 
hearts by an omnipotent operation, and then that fear a&ts 
you t#rreſiſtibly, and conſequently whether you run into 
Schiſm or Seditien, or any other crime, you do all in the 
fear of God, and you cannot do otherwiſe. But if you tear 

Mar.23-2+ (3g, tis at the ſame rate with thoſe 6b/izd guides, which 
ſtrain at 4 gnat aud ſwallow 4 camel. Do you fear fin, who 
: per-2-1*: are not afraid 10 ſpeak evil of dignities ? You may pretend 
to be afraid of a £#urgy impoſed by your Kings command, 
but you are not afraid of « Covenant impoſed againſt his 
Authority. You are afraid to have your ſhoulders.in a S»r- 
plice, but you are not afraid to have your hands in bloug. 
And yet you make whe world believe, ſuch is your fear of 
the Lord, you dare not deviate from Divine direQions : Bur 
Heb. 13.17. 15NOT this one of the Divine direions, Obey them that 
have therule over you, and (ſubmit your ſelves ; for they watch 
for your ſouls as they that muſt give an account. And this, 
2 Thel. 3.6. je command you inthe name of our Lord Feſws Chriſt, that 
Je withdraw your ſelves from every brother that walketh diſor- 
derly, and not after the tradition which he bath received of us. 
Do not you deviate from theſe dtredF#ions ? Impudence ir 
ielt cannot deny it without bluſhing, Whom Mr.Crefton 
conſulted in this caſe I know not : but when men do i7m- 
pannel 
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panxel their fellows upon the jury to inquire into their miſ- 
demeancucs, they expeR a more favourable werdid# than 
to be found guilty, Thar »otens may be offered to argu- 
mentation rather out of pride than any defire to receive ſa- 
twfattHon, you are not to learn; and we cannot diſcover 
over-much- modeſty in the papers that eicher he or you 
have offered to the world : bur if there be chat humzlity 
and willingneſs to be convinced which you pretend to, 2 
liccle cime will ſhew it. Bur ic begers a vehement ſuſpicion 
you are not /zgennzow, when you uſe ſuch S#phiſtry ro 
blind che true ſtate of the quefion, and impoſe upon your 
unwary Reader, as we ſhall obſerve (with yout contrad!#i- 
ons) in your diſcourſe following. 

<* His poſicion ((aith R. $.) you have truly tranſcribed, 
*and obſerved the fate thereof, [ſo you confeſs] but [you 
&« {ay] if tro affirm, 7t canzot be dewied to be 4 moſt baſe and 
* laviſh ſervility to proſtitmte the Office to which we are apted 
&« and ordained by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt »nto the pleaſure 
© and preſcriptions of men, though the beſt for Quality and 
&« Amthority, be to be proud, I will be proud, [Tow ſay, 
&« and 1 believe you whether ſo or otherwiſe ] and glory in my 
6* pride : And I doubt nor, if you were calendered as a man 
« who ſhould deny this Poſition, you, Sir, would be found 
« proud enough to declare your diſpleadure, as unjuſtly re- 
&* proched. [ How m#ch of truth # in this your preſumption we 
| & ſhall ſee anon ;, but you adde} I therefore ſoberly require 
« you'ro deny it if you-can or dare; [you are 4 bold chams 
<« ae] andit you cannor, what meaneth this digreflive 
« flouriſh? [I deſire the Reader by the way to take notice bow 
this Replicant contraditÞs himſelf for want of a good memory; 
for what he 6alls here adigreſhive flowiith, after 4 f.w lines 
(toſerve his own turn) he makes 10 be the very queſtion in de- 
bate : but be goes on thus, ] © Your flouriſh indeed hath gi- 
© yen you. the rr, ſo chat you have /:5 your _ 
a; 
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<« and fall on a magiſterial Swads [ with« w] of Mr, Crof- 
« rons Conformity: Which of Mr. Croftens Syllogiſms 
<« do you hereby ſhake ? Is not this tair diſputing ? To this 
I anſwer, That the enely Argument which the Door had 
not formerly ſhaken all ro piecesin other of his Papers *, 
he undercook ro diſpute in theſe 5 and ſure as this is a way 
to avoid needleſs repetitions, ſo tis a courſe of fair 
diſputixe. 
But R.S. proceeds and tells the DoRor, *© Fe will welgh 
&« your Reaſon: You ſay, Mr. Crofton may pleaſe to be ſo 
<* humble as 70 condeſcend to ſuch an Impeſition for peace 
<« andorders ſake. And then he falls inco a convslſion and 
ecſtacy, and cries our, [ How ! condeſcend to ſuch an Impo- 
ficion which proſtituteth the Office received from Chriſt to 
the pleaſure of mens? Can you deſere it ? were you in earne 
when you wrote this ? can you judge it an at# of humility, or 
not rather the greateſt arrogancy, tor Mr. Crofton inſtead of 
Miniſter of Feſu Chriſt to write a Miniſter of Men ?] Thus 
he raves he knows not why and it he be not our of his 
wits, I am (ure he is out of his Logick. A fallacy, Igners- 
zi0 Elenchi, hath brought him into this peroxiſm and di- 
ſtemper ;. for the poſitio» (againſt which the DoRor com- 
bates) is this, (and this Replicant doth in cool bloud ac- 
knowledge that theDoRor hath truly tranſcribed ir, and 
obſerved the ſtate thereot ) That ſtated Forms for the cele- 
bration of ſolemn pablick worfhip,and the ſeveral parts thereof, 
compoled, digeſted,and (for the very words,terms,.ud ex- 
prefſions thereof) determined 4nd preſcribed by ſome others 
than the Parſon or Miniſter, who tandeth to miniſter Gods 
Ordinances between God and his Church; ſuch animpoſed 
Liturgy Mr. Crofton cannot without fin ſubmit unto. This 
is clearly Mr. Croftons Poſition, and when he grows warm 
in purſging the proot of it, he lets his paſſions looſe into 
declamation, and ſaith, [It cannot be denied tobe 4 moſf 
baſe 
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baſe and ſlaviſh ſervility, to proſlitmte the Office ts which we 
-.- jor ar ju ordained by the _ Feſus Chriſt, unto the 
pleaſure and preſcriptions of men, though the beft for Quality 
and Authority. ] From which i»ſolent Aſſertion the Do- 
Ror did argue, that Pride had a ſtrong hand in the manage- 
ment of this contention ; and endeavouring to becalm 
Mr, Crofton: paſſions, he attempted to prove him obliged 
to condeſcend ro ſuch an Impoſition (of Litzrey, as was 
formerly mentioned, and is che true ſtate of the Contro- 
verſie) for peace and orders ſake; and the DoRors Argu- 
ment was this: 
' What 1 may lawfully be determined to by my own private 
judgment, that I may lawfully be determined to by £ juag - 
ment of my __ : But 70 ſtated forms for the cel bra- 
tion of Gods ſolemn publick worſhip, compoſed, (and for the 
wery words, terms and expreſſions) digeſted into method, I may 
lewfully be determined by my own private jadgment : There- 
fore to ftated fornss for the celebration of Gods ſolemn pablick 
worſhip, compoſed and (for the very words, terms and expreſsi- 
ons) digeſted into method, 1 may lawfully be determined by the 
judgment of my Superiours. 

Here the Replicant having loſt ſight of the Qaeſtion 
bimſelf; or rather wilfully miſtaken ir, runs out into ex- 
poſtulation with the DoRtor after this manner * Bur how 
& now Mr. DoRor * what is become of your Queſtion © 
© do you not uſe to bring that into your Concluſion 2 that 
© Mr. Crofton ought to condeſcend to ſuch an 1mpoſition 
« which profituteth the Of fice received from Chriſt to the 
« pleaſure of men, was that you pretended to proye ; doth 
. «not your Syllogiſm want a foot more to make it reach 2 
« But to play with the prevericator, know (Sir) 1 deny 
< both the Propoſitions of your well-form'd Syllogiſm, 

" Butnow, Mr. Replicant, give me leave to take a turn 
with you in your vein of Expoſtulation, Do not you play 
the 
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the Impeffor, thus to diſeaiſe your ſelf, and peliiate your 
diſobedience to the well- ſettled 0rd:rs of the Church, by 
calling that which is your duty by an ugly name, A proſti- 
zation of your Office received from Chriſt to. the pleaſures of 
men ? And do not you know that the Doctor alleged 
the ſaid paſſage from Mr. Crofton not as the ſtate of the que- 
ftion, (which you confeſs he had zruly obſerved) but as a 
proot of the pride of thoſe that contend abour it; for 
which reaſon you call it a digrefrve flowriſh. It the queſtion 
had been this, Whether that expreſiron had been a ſufficient ar- 
gument of their pride ? 1 contels the Doors Syllogiſm had 
noc been concluding, becauſe defeQive ; but the queſtion 
being abour ſtated Forms, and that truly tranſcribed and 
obſerved by the Door, as you acknowledge, you play 
the prevaricator your ſelf, (which is ſomething.more than 
playing with him) and the Impoſtor too, thus to uſe falla- 
cies ro delude your Reader. Bat having done this, you 
exerciſea little ingenuity towards the DoRor in telling 
bim his Syllogiſm is a well: form'd Syllogiſm, though you 
manfully deny both the Propofitions of it, 

I. Youdeny the minor Propoſition, wiz. That to #4- 
ted Forms for celebration of Gods ſolemn publick worſhip, 
compoſed and ( for the very words, terms and expreſſions) 4i- 
geſted into method, I may lawfully be determined by mine own 
private judgment. ) This be denies. But how now, Mr, 
Replicant ? May I not be determined by my own private 
judement ? How doth this cotten with your Anſwer to the 
major, (alittle after) where you diſcourſe thus ? [ ine 
own eye #6 the beſt gnide of mine own ſteps; mine own unacr- 
ſtanding # my candle from the Lord, my dim light, judici- 
vm rationale, {hineth brighter in the cloſet of mine own breaſt 
than 400. caxdles, or the torenſe judicium of 4 Convocation z 
(and a little after) 1 will move by mine own eye, be it never ſo 
weak, and my Superionrs never ſo flirong ; though my dim light 

ſeeth 
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ſeeth not more, it ſeeth more truly «nd more diretttutly than 
thelr brighter.) Thus the Replicent preacheth in commen- 
dation of his own private judgment, when he is returning an 
Anſwer to the m4jor , but now, that he is concerned to ſay 
otherwiſe, (r!ght or wrong) be finds this his candle from 
the Lord to be (uch an Igns fatuxc,that he faith, in this caſe + 
he cannot lawiully be determined by it, | 
Were this Rep/icent true to his own Principles, we need 
go no further for a proof of this Propoſition than his own 
Affrmationsz but becauſe he plays feft and looſe with his 
Anſwers, we ſhall evince the truth of our Propoſition by 
this Argument; To flated Forms for celebration of Gods ſo- 
lemn worſhip I muſt be determined, either immediately by the 
Anthortty of God himſelf, or by the Preſcription of oy Superi- 
6875, or by the reſolution of my Equals and Inferieurs, or by 
my own private judgment. I cannot expeR the fir#, no 
man, that is well in his wits, will now pretend to dine re- 
velation to determine his particular forms of prayer z and 
the Replicent will not allow of the ſecond, the preſcriptions 
of our Swperiours to this effteR z and thar we ſheuld be de- 
termined by the Reſolutions of our Equals or Inferiours, [ 
am ſure is much more unreaſonable than the former : Ic 
follows therefere, That (unleſs we ſtand to the courreſis 
of ſome Pamiliar Spirit to ſuggeſt the Form to us) we 
muſt be determined herein by our own private judgment, 
ar elſe remain for ever undetermined. 
Put the truth is, though FR. $. finds himſelf concerned 
to keep a cloſe Guard, and for that reaſon denies the Pro- 
fition z yet be does jt upon fuch a ground as doth clear- 
y yield itz for, be faith, Though Mr. Crofton doth noc 
exclude his own judgment when he pleads for the liberty of his 
own invention 10 compoſe and modifie his own forms of pub- 
tick worſhip, yet he denterth his judgment a power to deter- 
mine 4 ftated Form, ferper _— always the ſame, for 


words, 
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mords, terms and expreſſions, whatever be the variations of 
Gods providence: and the: Churches :conditiqn, ]. Here, I 
{iy, be-doth grane che Propoſition which he offers to de - 
ny : For 1, inthis caſe, doth not the. private judgment (till 
determine the form according to the variation of provi- 
dences and conditions? What is it. elſe that doth, deter- 
minehim, for words, terms and expreſons, upon thole;va- 
riows occaſions ?- And 2, the Doors argument is notre- 
ſtrained to orc ſingle form, ſemper eadem, always the ſame, 
whatever be the variations of Gods providence and the 
Churches condition: The DoRor argues for Forms in the 
p/nralnumber, and our Superiavtrs have furniſhed us with 
waritty, (and can acde more). according tothe variation 
of providences. Beſides the'ordinary Service,with accaſto- 
wal CollefFs, is'there not an Office for the 5. of November, 
and another for the 29, of May, yea and one for the 30. 
ot Fexegry too 7. we may thank ſuch as you for the 8cca- 
for, while we praife God for the bl-fings commemorated 
in them. 

.- Burletusattend the march of this great Champion: 
[ Nor auth this any way follow (ſaith he) on the uſe of his 
judgment in managing hu liberty. That 4. man may judge 4 
Cratch fit for his own condition, -will not conclude that be may 
ſana mente confine himſelf to a Crutch, one and the ſame 
Crutch, at all times in all conditions : This argumentation is 
a manifeſt halting before a Creeple. In the laſt, the judg- 
gment muſt needs be. erroneous, to be corretied before it be 
abeyed. ) Toas much of this diſcourſe asis intefigible 1 
an{wer, That if the Cripple ateth ſana mexte, it is his own 
judgment that determines him, what crutch. is fit for his 
condition, and 4t what time, and upon what occaſion he 
ſhould uſe it z and thatjs:\enough taverifie the truth of 
Qur Propoſition againſt his groundle(s denial of ir, If he 

lay -:Gde bis Crutch: before he can walk Rtegtaſtly wich- 
| Our. 
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ont it, or change it for a worſe, then he doth not a& ſand 
mente, he is not determined by his judgment, 'bur follows 
the wild rovings of a giday fancy like a frantick perſon, 

But I find our Replicant begins to halt, and is like to 
come lamely ff in his anſwer to this Propoſition ; and 
- therefore for pity-ſake I will not take his crutch from him, 

though it ſtands him in no ſtead, but to help a very /zle 
wit to bring in an old proverb roas little purpoſe 3 nor 'will 
I meddle with his me»-ſcrſe in theſe words, [In the laft, 
the jud; ment maſt needs be erroneows, tobe correited before i 
be ebeyed}] bur paſs on preſently to the proof of the major, 
Viz. What I may lawfully be drtermined td by my own private 
judgement, that I may lawfully be determined to by the jude- 
ment of my Swperiours. This our Replicamt doth deny; and 
itis thus enforced ; 

What 1 may lawfully be determined to by a weaker judge - 
ment, to that I may lawfully be determined by a judgment that 
is ftronger. But 4 ſlated Forms 6. I may lawfully be de- 
termintd by a weaker judgment, viz. mine own.” trio to fta- 
ted Forms,\c4c,” 1 may lawfully be determined by &judement 
that is ftronger, viz, my Superiours, 0 

Whar- ſaith the* Replzcant to this Arguinent? [ Here, 
Sir, (faith he) 19 wake the Auditors laugh; 1-nill 424in be- 
come ridiculous ##» your fancy,” and deny both your Propy- 
frtions,} 

Here the man deals very honeſtly, and is as good as his 
word; for doth not he become ridicalows that talks of a 
ſequel in a'plain categorical Propoſition? And is'nort he 
worthy to be /angh'd at, who in the repetition' of a Syllo- 
giſm makes four Terms where he finds but three and (6 
does he; for he ſ-ith, [I'deny the major inthe (ſequel, 
I may be determined by the weaker judement'; and it will nor 
thence follow, that. muſt thereſore be dettrmined bythe: 


Fronecr judgment. ] Here the — curns-[ may] in-+ 
z (oe) 
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to [mul], which makes a confiderable difference in the 
Propofition : but let him make bis beſt advancage of it , 
and thus I anſwer, It I may be' determined by the leſſer 
gbt or judgment rather than the ſtronger, then either 
becauſe itis /eſs, or becauſe it is mine own, Not the frft, 
becauſe it is Jeſs z, for if ſo, then the Fews had better 
means to determine them than the Chriſftiavs, and the 
Gentiles than the Fews, and we ſhonld be concerad to 
grow, not in kyowledge, but in /gnoravce, This our Repli- 
cant dares not affirm, The reaſon then why I may be de- 
termined by the leſſer light or weaker judgment is, becauſe 
itis my own.; and [ mine own eye is the beſt guide of my own 
ſteps, though _=_ but darkly, (Gaith our Antagoniſt :) my 
own underſtanding is my candle from the Lord ; my diz light, 
Judicium rationale, ſhineth brighter in vhe cloſet of mine own 
breaſt, than 400, candles, or the forenſe judicium of 4 Con- 
wocation.} Thus our Replicant in one breath, x. miftekes 
the queſtion, and 2. impeſeih upon the Reader, and 3. inter- 
feres with Gods holy werd and ordivence. Firſt, he wiſtakes 
the queſtion here, which is, whether s man may be determi- 
med by his own weaker light rather than the greater light of 
his Swperiowrs ? Bur he tells us, bis own dim light, his 
judicium rationale, ſhines brighter in the cloſet of his own 
boſom, than 400. candles, or the judicium forenſe of a Con- 
vocation; and ſo in centradiiFion to his own aſſertion he is 
determined not by the leſſer light but the greater, not by 
the weaker judgment but the fSrevger. T'le adde but this g 
It he confppres his-eyes to his ewn dim light, and furs his 
cloſer-doors to-keep out the light of the S»#, or thoſe 
490, candles, he deſerves to walk on in derkneſs. Se- 
condly, he goes about to #mypoſe upon bis Reader, by bis 
compariſon of a corporal and a firitzal eye ; for though 
mige 0s eye be the beſt gnide of my own ſteps to the bo= 
63, yet ig. iSnot ſo to the ſou/, That promile of che Lord, 
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I will guide thee with wine eye, bach macter of an higher 
comtort in ic» This will appear furcher by the evidence 

that,' Thirdly, he doch iprerfere with Gods holy word and 
ordinance : For 1. that ſeif- denial which the Goſpel calls 

for doth extend (and not wichout reaſon) ro pertinacy in 

our opinions; and it chere be not ſome kind of mortifice- 

$ion of our own carnal judgments, we ſhall many times be 
tempred ro cry out againſt che Orders of our Saperiours, 

in as greata tranſportation as Names did in another caſe, 

Are not Abana and Pharpar rivers of Damaſcus better than: King.s.:. 
all the waters of 1ſracl ? may 1 not waſhin them and be clean ? 

But wby are we forbid to be wiſe in our own conctits, and to ro. 1:6 
lean ts 0ur own under ſtanding, and commanded to be wiſe **** 5-7 
wnto ſobriety ? It was the (aying as well as the obſervarion . Qui ſe fob 
of a wiſe and plows perſon *, He 1hat is his own ſcholar, hath == 


corflituet, 


4 fool to his maſter : and Solomons meaning is the ſame when 7. /: 4: 

he ſaich, * Seeſt thow 4 194n that it wiſe in his own concett ?\/09on.. 

there-is more hope of fool than of him. Aqad now, Mr, Re- <pitt. 57 

plicaws, you may walk in the light of your fire, andin the © 

ſparks that you have hindled ; bur remember there is a Wo 

denounced againſt thoſe chat are wiſe in their own eyes : and 195.21. 

therefore retra the arrogance of that expreſſion in com- 

pariſon of your Superiours, ['Theneh my dim light ſeeth not 4 +4, 

wore, it ſeeth mare truly and more direftively than thetr** * 

brighter, }) This ſhews no great willingneſs to be convin- 

ced, For 2. this doth #»terfere with Gods holy ordinance ; 

for why did he ſer up a candieflick and provide lighrs in his 

Churchs why does be make it the peoples duty to ſeek 1he 

. law «t the Priefls lips? why" did he command, Obey them 

that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves ? why 

did God make that promiſe, and inſtance in it as ſuch a 

þnal bleſſing, Thixe eyes ſhall fee thy teachers ? Atter all 1@.30.:0. 

ths provifien, theſe commands and promiſes, muſt every 

maa be allowed to be bis ownguidr, and tode what i right hid. rr. 
is 


lſa,so.1t, 


Provy.3.5. 


Conformity re-aſſerted. 
in his own-e9es ? *Tis not the. light whtin thee, byt the 
voice b+hind thee, (and that may be the woice of the rod 
too, the moſt proper inſtrament to be nſed upon them 
chat turn their 6acks upon their governors) that is defign- 
ed by Almighty God to reduce ſuch as turn out of the way 
to the right hand or tothe left. And ſeeing this is Gods ac- 
knowledged inſtitution and ordinance, be not taithleſs, but 
Truſt inthe Lord with all thy heart, and lean not tothine own 
underſtanding. "_ 

But you inſtance, [The learned Davenant hath caught 
me, Men may guide w judicio miniſteriali z but every \one 
muſt judge idiwlins; x exealnds, judicio privato & practice 
diſcretionis : Tea, he hath concluded. (you ſay) ad nudam 
preſcriptionem ant dcterminationem alterizs, ſine Iumine pri- 
wvati judicit, nemo et qui credere poteſt, etiamſi cupiat ma- 
xime.] But who.doth debar you the uſe ot .your jsdz- 
ment ot diſcretion? - or who requires from. you 2 bratiſh ob- 
ſequjouſne(s to fheir vated preſcriptions and determinations 
wichout-reaſon-* .It 'you value the judgment 'and piety: of 
that learned Prelate, why do you not follow it in your pra» 
ace. ? Certainly in matters dowbrful and indifferent he rev 
ſolves, thatievery: mans diſcretion ſhould determine him to 


ſubſcribe'ro'the jadgment and orders, of his/Supertours. You 


cabnat be ignatant- of bis.conſtant:pratidce in point of Ls 
twrey ;. and for the Ceremonztes 1n ule amongſt us, you have 
his Determ/nation Out of the Chair as Protefſor, which 


concludes. thus: $:ve.zgitzr.;,Poteſtacem . obligantis,” ſive 


qualicargn geremoniarym, fe modum. obligationis ſprtte- 
mis, \ Begl: fra Auglicana juſfti(fime obl:gat al. certmonias. 
But trom the,9major R,.S., proceeds to deny the minor, 
viz, That to ſlated Forms, &c. 1 may lawfully be determin(d 
by a weaker judement, :(viz,) my. own, | But, Sir, ſaith 
this Kepligart tothe, Doftor, thet you may know a man of 
intolerable prige, {# your account, deny your Minor, and-rell 
you 
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you in general, That the private julloment of 4 ſonele per (fon 
may be ſlronger than the judyment 'of # Convocation by hols 
Council.) But this Anſwer doth nor contradict rhe Dog- 
ors Propolition, and cheretore it is nothing to the pur- 
poſe. Bur beſides, the Replicant may remember an old 
Axiom'in the 7 Schools, 4 poſſe ad ſe non walet conſe- 
quentia : his way-b:'s are not cogent arguments ordin1- 
rily: Plus wident duo quam unns ocnulius; which may be 
rendered in the words ot Solomon, 1n the multitade of count 
ſelleurs there is ſafety, But be proceeds to inſtance, [ Have 
' you never read of one Gamaliehin the Convocation (bur why 
not rarher the ASSEMBLY 2?) of the 'Serthbes and* Pha - 
riſees ? \ or of one Cranmer i» the Six- Articles Couiicil o 
Kine Henry the Eighth ?' or of ont Paphoutius 3» the Council 
* of Nice?] Well, we have read'ot theſe perſons; bur 
what then? For Cr4nmer, though but a fingle perſon, yer 
he was an Avchbiſhop 5 and you (hyuld do well to remem- 
ber-that tor the bohvur ot that Order; aid yet thae is bur 
one example, and One Swallow will-not- make 4' Summer + 
nor can'you mike fair weather, ro adorn your pretenſions, 


of your other Iaſtances; tor the texc tells you, that af?,... 


the Council agreed toGamaliel, (and\ſome one -fingle pere 
ſon muſ&breake the zcein every debate :) -and yer ſhould” 
thoſe in Authority prove (o very Fews, as to deny Chriff 
to be the Meſf25, and hilence the holy Goſpel, you may be 
allowed to b: fingular in your ze, and (tart up the Gama- 
licl in the Convocation of Scribes- and Phariſees, For 
Paphnatizs, 1 wonder you ſhould 'ſer his fingle judgment 
in oppofition to thar whole Council ; tor though he f- 
rook up the debate, yer the ſtory tells us, the whole Council 
concurr'd with him in that buftnels, 

I could (were I ſo cſpoſed) tell you of Fohn of Leiden, 
Hacket, and other (ot your ſe!/f- magnifying Lights) Heads 
of pernicious Faions, and ſo give youa Rowland for your 
Clte- 
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> +. 6. 


Conformity re-aſſerted, 


-Oliver 5 but Idefire you at leaſt toremember, that it was 
the Fathers of the Church in council that blaſted the moſt 
damnable hereſies that were broched from time totime by 
fongle Pridbyters, or others. 

' But R.S. goes on, and tells the DoRor, If (you have) 
not (read of Pephnutivs, and the reſt) give w leave to tell 
90u, we hope you will not fram Archdeacon riſe to be Archbi. 
ſhop ; which if you ſhould, we ſhould fear te be forced to pluck 
out 0wr eyes, becauſe you ſay they ere weaker than yours, now 
908 are ſet above w. Let, Sir, ganior Soph, judge mhather 
you have nat diſpeted like the maſter of much reaſon. ] 

But, gaod Mr. KR, $. whatever indignation you have 
to the Arohdeapan, you ſhould not flipder him ; be no 
where ſairh (as you luggeſt) that your e9e5 470 weaker than 
his now he it ſt above you ; but this be mult ſay, chat chere 
are ſome ſet as well above himſelf as you, who are very 
much more guick-fighted than you 6914 z and I hope beis (0 
charitable, be would not pluck ont your 6yes, but open them, 


that having the like apprebenſions of it. with himſelf, you 
may be induced to comply with him in your ſobmifiten tg 
their Authority. For they doubtleſs baye the advantage 
of prey and -are mearer to Almighty God in pleces 


'2nd if that ſignifies nothing, the promiſes of Gods afiPewnce 
©o men in office axe of none effeR, 
But R. S. reſalves now to be honeſt: he tells the No- 
Ror, {1 will give you your due, you ds ftrike at the principle 
which is the radix of Mr. Crottons argumentation ; ] but 
withall be add that the Doctor is xe 5kilfp! Carpenter, 
his b/aw doth neither reach the root nor ſbeke the tree; and 
thus he proves it , ['**Mr, Crofto» argues, Miniſterial 
& modification of publick warſhip by perſonal ahilittes, is the 
« formal aft of the Miniſterial office z avg be puts his Ze- 
&« ſpondent 0 _ any other; You (the DoRox, ſaith be) 
*« moſt profauogly anſwer by denial, and then aflige Mixt. 


ſtration 
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ce fration 10 bethe formal af of the Miniſterial office, Mr. 
« Crofton I know (ſay you) will admit your «#07 in che 
« oenw z an inferiour Miniſter of State or ſervant in a fa- 
« mily muſt miniſter as well as a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; 
< but that ſpecificel a which ſhall difference the ſpecial mi- 
«© niſtrations of theſe ſpecial relations and ſcutral capacities, 
«was the thing inquired z and what is the formalis r4:is of 
© the Miniſterial office in the miniſtration of ſolemn publick 
« worſhip, is the queſtion, To tell us, Miniſtration & the 
& formal att of Miniſtration, is good Scepticiſm z Doloſue 
Ge nj in generalibus : the formal afF of the Miniſterial 
« office is to minifer, but quomoas ? is the queſtion, To 
& hold your Lord Biſhops ſtirrup,or the candle to an Arch- 
« deacon, w:Il not (ure f#!fid the Miniftry of a Goſpel-Mi- 
<« niſter z yet it is miniſtration. | 

Thus R. S. rants at the DoRor and the Hierarchy of the 
Church, as if the Covenant were yet in force, and an 0rd#- 
nance for their eradication, Were I willing to return his 
ſarcaſm I would ask him this queſtion, Whether a leſs pe- 
nance than holding the Biſhops ftirrup can be inflited upon 
perſons that have been ſo violent to throw their Lord(hips 
out of the ſaddle ? and do not they deſerve to hold a candle 
to an Archdeacon, who have ſo long held one to the Dewil 

to compals their deſigns * But I ſhall (pare them, and ap- 
ply my diſconrſe to.che Exceptions of this Replicant. 

And firſt, whereas he excepts againſt the DoRor for 
ſaying that Miniftration i the formal af# of Miniſftration x 
this, I ſay, is falſe and groundleſs. 1. Falſe, for the Do- 
Qor did not tell him that Miniſftration « the formal alt of 
Miniſtration, but that to miniſter was the formal 4 of the 


Miniſterial office, And therefore 2. his Exception is +1: is aruic 
groundleſs*, tor take [miniſtration] or [10 miniſter] one- i £95 
ly in that{at#ta#de and with the ſame limitation as Miniſte- predicates 

rial of fice is taken in Mr. 2 (when he ſaith, 7,55" 


AN '« 


+ a0t 4, 
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Animpoſed Liturey is deſtraithve to the fermal att of the i. * 
nifterial office) and his pretended ſcep1iciſms is vaniſhed ; 
here is then as little room for this Doloſws to dance in, as 

tor his cevil. 

But whereas 2, he defines the formal a7 of the Xinifterial 
of fice to be the miniſterial modification of pablick worſhip by 
perſonal abilities. } Tothis I anſwer, 

I. If by minifterial modification of publick worſbip he had 
meant onely the performance of the duties of publick wor- 
ſhip; then I ſhould have told bim,theſe duties are performed 
by perſonal abilities in the uſe of an iwpoſed Litwrgy. The wn- 
dcranding, will and affe ions, as they are required by Al- 
mighty God, ſoare they impleyed and exerciſed in ſuch an 
:mpoſed Service. If the Prieft reads the Forms out of a book, 
his ezes are his own; if he takes the paias to get them wich- 
out book, (which'is more pains than to pour out ſuch as 
the Faxcy thall ſuggeſt extempore) his wemwery iS his own 5. 
and fo he performs the daty by his ees perſonal abilities. 

But by medification of publick worſhip Be means the pri- 
vate compoſition of Forms for publick worſhip, and by his 
own perſeual abilities this Replicant nnderſtands principally 
the exerciſe of his I#vention 4 for his words are theſe, 
[ Mr, Crofton doth not exclude his own judge ment when be 
pleads for the liberty of his owns. Inwentian to compeſe and mo- 
difie his forms of pablick worſhip. } He ſaith, be dath not ex- 
clude his judgment, but it is the ltherty of bus Invention he 

Ac's 19.24, pleads for. Yes forſooth, theſe are the ſbriaes char bring 
 noſmallgainsto. theſe creftsmen ;- and they muſt contend 
for the {iberty of their own Invention to make ſuch ſbrines 

to ſerve the detage of their ſuperſtitious Conhidents. 

But if it be not a breach of the. holy commandment thus 
to ſet #p and worſkip their own Imaginations, (25 that re- 

*3.4- nowned.* Biſbop long ago obſerved) 1 know aot what the 
acr:2.42: Commandment figniftes. For the command requires ” | 
well 


\ 
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men, by giving themſelves to imagene prayer at the (ame 
inſtant, they do ſo occupy their mind with deviſing what 
to ſay next, that their þ1rit 35 unfraitful, contrary co the ve- 
ry ſame Scripture z as that reyerend and learned Prelaze 
more at larpe expreſlerh ir. ; 

But ſeeing ic is the uſe of their Z#wention that Mr. Crof+ 
fox and R. $. (o earneſtly plead for, I hope for the future 
they will lay afide their pretenſion of praying by 4be Spirit z 
2nd conſequently filence thoſe old complaints, That the 
Spirit is flimed by an impoſed Litargy : for we ſee by this 
Confellion (extorted by the power of Truth) that it is 
nothing elſe buc the ftinting of their Invention, 

But 34 if the f+ att of the Miniſterial of ice be the ms- 
dification of the duty by per ſonal abilities, (1. e.) by che wit 
and invention of the Miniſter 5 then the Prophets and 4po- 

files failed in the very forma! 4 of their Miniſterial office 
in Gods ſervice z they did not perform it by ſach perſonal 
abilities, for holy men of God ſpake (not after their own 1x- 


19 
well the «ffe&#ion of the ſpirit as the #nderſtanding of the, c,..., 
mind in prayer : but as the Romaniſts, by ſert.ng their +55. 
people to pray they wote not what, make their andey- 
flending unfruitful , contrary to the Scripture z ſo theſe 5ce rutgir. 


Concoprti- 
ons Popa- 
lar Decep- 
rions, p-3-9s 
&e. 


venilons, but) «s they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, And***+ = 


a$ to the formal «i of Miniſtration, what difference is there 
betwixta Form immediately inſpired of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and one prepared by the ſludy and prudence-of our Superi- 
ours, whom God hath ſer over us? I ſay, as tothe for= 
mal at# of Miniſtration;tor the worſhip or ſervice of God ad- 
miniſtred in #heſe caſes, isno more modified by perſonal abi- 
lities in the owe than in the other, 


4. Again, you confeſs [the formal a& of the Miniſterial hs 


of fice is #0 miniſter | but then you adde [quomods ? is the 

queſtion] 2ad ſo you run from the quid fit? to the quo- 

mode ſit ? which is no regular = of arguing. - For, as the 
D 2 D 


or 
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Door (aid truly, ro make the modification of the 4 the s | 
at# it (elf, is as much as to make the apparel the may. This | 
abſurdity you endeavour to evade by ſaying {| modification 
of Miniſtration came not into the queſtion 3 but that 2x9dr- 
fication of ſolemn wo-ſhip is the formal att of Miniftration, 
was and is aſſerted. ] Bur chen if this be the definicion-of 
the formal att of Mintftration, whar is the genws of it? The 
ſingle term [| modrfication} cannot be ic ; tor thar bach re- 
A Word ference (as you confeſs) * to the adjun qualities z [gr«- 
pag. 17.18. qpity of expreſſion, fervency of affetFion, and reverence in de- 
weanour } yeaunto thoſe rude methods, indigeſted raw 
expreſſions, :taucologies, ſoleciſms and diſorders, which a 
Miniſter may ucter 1a his prayers, as Mc, Crofton conte(- 
ſerh: and ſuch modification of the af# cannot be the genne 
of ic. You muſt therefore adde ſome other word co it co 
make it ſerviceable co you inſtead of a genwsz and whar 
mult cbac be buc-choſe terms [| of ſolemn worſhip ? ] (o thar 
[. modification of ſolemn worſhip] is your genus; and it {o, 
chen the DoRor will demand what is the Pecifical difference 
that doth diſtinguiſh the Aniſiratien you undertake to.de- 
fine from Mini#ration in the general ? You have nothing 
lefc but:your perſonal abilities z -andconſequently the diffe- 
rence in this your ſo.much-magaified Definition (of the 
formal att of Minifirstion) doth nordiſtioguiſh your Aini« 
ſftration in Gods ſolemn worſhip from your holding the ſtirrup 
to the Lord Biſhop, or the candle to the Archdeacon, or the 
Tailors thaping tus apparel far cheſe are all performed by 
perſonal abilities, | | 

And therefore I. cannot grant that the mpodsfication of 
publick worſhip by perſonal abilities i the formal att of the Mi- 
niſterial office :- itis Mr. Croftons duty, and che duty of his 
Advocate to prove ir, (and till chac be done, cheir Argu- 
meat is invalid) for Affirmenti-incambit probetio, Bur, to 
e&3Urn. &,'S. his own words, -we-mult believe ic on che 
| ma. 
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* magiſterial confident ſay-/o of this great DitFator. 

And becauſe Ilee this is made their laſt refuge, which 
they flze to as a ſanduary to ſhelrer them from the #mpoſs- 
tion of the Liturgy, I (hall cake a liccle more pains to de- 
moliſh ir, by proving the Propoſition irc ſelt ro be 1pr0- 
bable and abſurd, falſe and ſcandalous 5 which I ſhall encea- 
your by theſe Arguments. 

I, That Opinion thac hath no ground in Scripture, An- 
tiquity or Reaſon, is improbable, : 

This Opinion, That mod:fication of publick worſhip by 
perſonal abilities is the formal af of the Miniſterial of fice 
hath no ground in Scripture, Antiquity or Reaſon, 

Therefore this Opinion, That modification of publick 
worſhip by perſonal abilicies is the formal ad. of the Mini- 
fterial of fice, is improbable, | 

1, This Opinion hath noground in Scripture; for there- 
inthe uſe of Forms of prayer, praiſe and benedifion, is pre- 
ſcribed to ſuch as are engaged in the Miniſterial of fice ;. and 
ſare the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture would preſcribe nothing 
deſtruRtive to the formal a of that Office, 

2, It hath no ground in Antiquity; for there we find 
the uſe of Forms and a Litwrgy compoſed and preſcribed 
from time to time. [© An Order and regular Method of 
& Praying, Reading the Scriptures, and Adminiſtration of 
©« other parts of Worſhip, in. convenient time and order, 
« ſucceſſively each after other in their proper place : This 


* Poſition, 


© Mr. Crofton* confeſſes to have been uſed in af Churches ,.,... 


& of Fews or Chriſtians.) Bur let him ſhew that there 
was ever ſucha wethod and order without the very modifica- 
tion and forms it (elt, cill the late DiredFory, 

- 3- This Opinion hath nogronnd in Reaſon for tothe 
cleareſt lighr of Reaſon it appears to be 1. abſurd, 2. folſe, 
and 3, ſcandalow; and.itis evinced to be. (0 by theſe fol- 
lowing Arguments, £ 

I, Ab- 
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I. Abſurd, which is proved thys : 
That Opinion that placeth deyotion and the ſolemry 

worſhip of God in prayer chiefly in the exerciſe of the 1x- 

vention, iS abſurd. . : 

This Opinion, that ihe modification of pablick worſbip by 
per ſonal abilities is the formal aff of the Mivifertal wg 
placeth devotion and the ſolema worſhip of God in prayer 
chiefly in the exerciſe of the Invention, 

Therefore this Opinion, that the modification of publick 
wor ſhip by perſonal abilittes is the formal att of the Mizifterial 
office, is abſurd. | 

The mp Ay be denied, and the miner 
is confeſſed by R, $2 r. Crofton, (ut ſupra.) 

2. This Opinion is feiſe and Footed Jef 
thus : | 

That Opinion that makes the uſe of the Lords prayer, or 
of any Pſalms of Devia, as a Form, deſftruFive to, or incon- 
fitent with, the formal ad# of the Miniſterial office, is falſe 
and ſcandalous, 

This Opinion, that modification of publick worſhip by 
perſonal abilities. is the forma! al of the Miniſterial office, 
makes the uſe of the Lords prayer, or of any Pſa/ms of Da- 
wid, as 4 Form, defiradtive to, or inconfiſtent with, the for- 
mal af} of the Miniierlal of fice. 

Therefore this Opinion, that the mod?/fication of publick 
worſhip by perſonal abilities is the formal 4 of the Mini- 
Ferial office, is falſe and ſcandalons. 

Theſe Propoſitions are both ſo evidene, they need no 
further confirmation, 

I ſhall adde bur one Argument more againſt this Do- 
Qrine, which 15 this z 

That which is inevitably prejudicial co the people, ei- 
ther by involving them in the guilt of all that ne» -ſexſe and 
indiſcretion, ſedition and bleſphemy,which the Miniſter many 
e1mes 


os, which appears 


_ 


” 


_ 


gw c- 
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- times runs into in his conceived prayers, or by interrupting 


and diſturbing them in the performance of Gods publick 
worſhip, that is not the formal a of the Miniſterial of fice. 

But the mod:ficatien of publick worſhip by p'rſonal abi- 
licies is inevitably prejadicial to the people, eicher by in- 
yolving them in the gu#l# of all that »ox-ſexſe and indiſcre- 
ton, ſcdition and blaſphemy,which the Miniſter many times 
rans into in his conceived prayers, or by interrupting and 
difturbing them in the performance of Gods publick 
worſhip. 

T ienefere the modification of publick worſhip by perſs- 
z#4l abilities is not the formal a7 of the Miniſterial of fice. 

The 124for cannot be denied without ſcaxdsl. 

The wwxer is evident ,, for either the people do not joys 
in the Forms of publick worſhip, where »on-ſenſe and in- 
d+ſcretion, ſedition and blaſphemy are uttered ; and then 
(if they do not take the name of God in wais) they 
are at leaſt interrupted and diſturbed in the performance 
of Gods publick worſhip. Or elſe they do joy» inir, and 
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then (if rhe peuple love to have it ſo) they are involved in 7« : ;: 


the of all that non-ſenſe and indiſcretion, ſedition and 
blaſphemy, which the Miniſter magy times runs into in his 
conceiued prayers. This &R, S. took notice of when he 


wrote Ferwbbaat juſtified, and therefore he ſaith, [If the 9157.15. 


people have 4 publick judgment of the miniſterial mode of 


Gods worſhip, we are wnder a meceſſuy of having what. we I 


much complain againſt, and caſt off, (viz.) a fixed Liturgy ; 

the mode of Prayer, Preaching, miniſtration of Sacra- 
ments, muſt then be knows tothe people, and judged by them 
free from all defet? and diſorder, b:fore the prople can attend 
Gods worſhip in that miniſtration, } Anda lictle after, [No 
ſerious ſeber Chriſtian can think the people to be guilty of thoſe 
rade methods; indigeſted raw expreflions, cautologies, 
ſoleciſms and diſorders, which 4 Miniſter may utter in his 
Preach» 
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AQts 13:2, 


a Heb.s 4. 


c Heb.s.r, * To this re« the benefit of his Church © by 4_ Form preſcribed ei- 
2Num-6.3 Lakerr.:, ther * immediately * by God himſelf, or by ſuch as 
* See Pulpir-Concepti- are clothed with © Anthority, according to the ward 


ONS,Pag.56,57,58,5 9,60. 
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Preaching and Praying ,, yet this & inevitable, {(aith R. S.) 
if the people have a publick jadgment by ſptcial of fice of the 
Miniſterial mod: of Gods worſhip.) But it 15 not the peoples 
want of a publick judement by ſpecial office that will keep 
them from the guilt; their judgment of diſcretion, it they 
couſent toit, will certainly make chem guilty 3 and it they 
conſent not,(when they come with a hearty devotion, find- 
ing that chey cannot do it conſcientiouſly) they are then 
incerrupted and diſtraRted in their duty, the performance of 
Gods publick worſhip, they cannor perform it with ſuch 
perſuaſion of tairh, ſuch incention of mind, ſuch fervency 
of afteion, as they may do by a compeſed Forms, which 
they know and are we'l aſſ#red of aforeband. 

Bur (if modification by perſonal abilities) if that be not it, 
(to ſave himſelf a labour, which be knows he is not able 
ro accompliſh) he calls upon his 4ntagenift to aſſign what 
is the formal a of the Goſpel miniſterial office, what will 
ſpecifically difference it from Min:ftration in the general s 
and if it may contribute to his ſatisfaRion, I ſhall readily 
obey his command, and tell bim from the Holy Ghoſt in 
Scripture chart it is Auugy fi md xveio * Tt you will bave ir 
more fully, it is The Miniftration of a perſon duly admitted 
zuto holy Orders *, performed to the glory of God and 


b Afts 13.2» 


of God, 

And now having not onely ſhaken the Tree, but grubb'd 
vp (thar which is acknowledged to be) the very root of 
Mr. Croftons *Argumentation, the moſt difficult part of 
my task is diſpatched, : 

But R.S. renews Mr. Creftons ObjeQion in theſe words, 
[ Impoſition and Preſcription in Prayer and Sacraments is ap- 
plicable to Preaching.) To this the Door ſhaped a four- 
fold 
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fold Anſwer, and we muſt conſider what R. S. hath replied 
to it, The DoRor ſaith, 

I. A Sermon u never the worſe for being well digefied,” 
To this R.S. replies, [ True, if it be the Preachers own medi- 
tation, much the better] 

2. Saich the Doctor, If it be ſeen and allowed by Autha- 
rity, I know no harminit, ] RS. replies, Nor 1 either , 
but this ts net neceſſary. 

3. Saith tne DoRtor, Thus courſe (if not endleſs) would 
more ſecure the peace aud ſolid Edification of the Church.] 
Here R. S. begins ro be tranſported, as if the DoRor had 
touch'd his Copy-hold, and falls tou! upon that, which even 
now he confeſſed he kaew no harm in. Por when the 
Dc&or #fhims, thatif Sermons were ſceu and allowed by 
Anuthority, th's courſe (if nor endleſs) would che more ſ+cure 
the peace and Edification of the Church;] R, S. replies 
with ſome bitrern-is, [1 deny that, wnleſs by the Popi(h 
guard , Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion. ] But ſee how 
prejudice 3nd paſion have eclipſed his Reaſon z tor what is 
there in the countenance of Authority to cheriſh Ignorance ? 
Is not the Eye of a prudent Governour matter of ixcitati- 
on, and his approbation matter of excouragement ? ard con- 
ſequently then they muſtneeds conduce to the advance- 
ment of Knowledge not of yu Bur R, $S. (you 
muſt know) is a very able Scholar, and if need be,to sffront 
bis Adverſary, he can bring in Proverbs by head and ſhoul- 
ders; and thus, having gor a conliderable intereſt in the 
Pep:ſh gnard, he doth preſs and muſter lome of heir Forces 
for his own ſervice, and this amongſt the reſt [ &7a77a7ce 
# the Mother of Devotion. ] 

And is not this the Presbyterian as well 5 the Po; { 


guard? What think you of Mr. Caj?, who calling upcy . 


. A 'e the 

his Audicors to purſue R-be/{:on in bopes of finding ont « 2545: 

Reformation,he tells them,they mult, 2fter the eximple cofp.:;.55. 
E | Abra- 
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Abraham, go 1t great uncertainties (and) th:y knew not whi- 
ther, He thought they might poſſibly. meet with as good 
fortune in following Hugh Peter's Aſſes, as Saul did in ſeek- 
ing of his Father's. 

«« But Sir (ſaith the Replicant) what are theſe to a Ser- 
& mon not ſiadied, much leſs digefted by the Preacher 2 
[ As little 1 confeſs, as thisss tothe Controverſie in hand z 
but you adde] ** not communicated to, but compoſed by 
« pretenders to Authority ? making Miniſters to have no 
& work to do, qua Minifters, but to read what they have writ- 
« ten, which is the Nature and Form of Homilies, 4nd theſe 
« excluſively impoſed, which may 4s well be admitted as the 
Liturey. ] 

To this I anſwer. 1. That R. S. his calling the Gover- 
0urs of the Church pretenders to Authority, is highly Schiſ- 
matical and $cditions, and ſmells rank of the ſecond Article 
of the Solemy League and Covenant. .2. That Homitlies 
are compoſed to take men off from their fudy and dili-. 
gence, who are 4pt to teach in their own perſonal capacity, is 
very falſe z and that ſuch Homilies are or will be excls- 
frvely impoſed, is malicionſly or ſcandalouſly ſuggeſted, 
3+ That Sermons excluſively impoſed may as well be ad- 
mitted as the Ziturey is talſe,and nothing is offer'd in proof 
of it. 

But the Doctor anſwered, 4. That when the Presbytcrie 
ans preach other mens printed Sermons, this is no prejudice 
tothe intereſt of thoſe Sculs that hear them, ] To this 
R. $.replies, ['** Name any ſuch who do ſo, (preach other 
© mens printed Sermons) et them bear their blame z, 1 know 
* 10 Presbyterians who ſo 40: Bur it you Sir pleaſe to in- 
* quire in the Pariſh of Chrifts-Church, or Mertins- Ludgate 
<« Lonaon,or Henly in Suſ[ex,you miy hear of Sons of the 
* Church who ſtuck not to preach Mr, Croftons own prin« 
© ra Sermons: But theſe are prepaiing for Homily- mini- 
% ſlrations. | In 
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In good time: But 1,1f che perſons you infinuate to 
be guilty of this Plagiariſm, did modifie his Sermons hand- 
ſomely by their own perſonal abilities, (in the delivery of 
them) Mr, Crofton was beholden to them for being his 
Rehearſers z and their Memory is no leſs to be admired than 
his Invention. But 2, Did tbey preach his Sermons Yey- 
batim ? It they made no uſe of their judgment to ayoid the 
Sedition (uſual in his diſcourſes) afſure your ſelt they were 
no right Sons of the Church of Exgland, 3. This might be 
a prudent deſign in them to try che judgment of their 4«- 
ditors, whether it were the Det#rine or the Perſon they 
had in admiration: For we find many times it is not ſo 
much the matter as the geſtures of the Preacher, with his 
tone, and the Emphaſi, of his words thar makes the Im- 
preſſion upon a ſoft-headed-people z And there is no ber- 
ter way to ſhawe them out of their Fana:iciſm, than to 
cowvince them (by iuch inſtances) that they do fi/ght or 
reverence the very ſame DoQrine, (and therefore not out 
of judgment, but) accordiug to the opinion they have of the 
Perſon that doth deliver it. 

4. I demand of R. $. whether thoſe Sermons had the 
ſame effe# upon the Hearers, when preached by thoſe 
Plagiaries , which they had when they were preached by 
Mr. Crofton himſelt 2 Tf they had, chen there is as much 
vertue towards Salvation ina diſcourſe framed to my hand, 
as isin thoſe of my own compoſs;;zon; and conſequently 
the fault is not in the 142g it ſelt, but only in the Lazireſs 
of the Man that has perſowal abilities and negleRteth ro 
exert them for the Service of che Churchy it they had 
not the ſame vertue, then the efficacy of the Miniſtry is ex 
opere operantis, from the intention and quality of the Mini- 
fters and ſo R, $. falls in tothe Popiſh guard again, Laſt- 
ly, we muſt take notice,that in vilifying Homily: miniſtra- 


tions (as he calls them) he pats contempt (in eff:&t) upon 


E 2 the 
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the Reading of the Holy Scriptures, Burt this the Holy Ghoſt 
accounts a kind of preaching'; For Moſes in old time hath 
in every City them that preach him, being read in the Syna- 
gogues every $.bbath-day, Theſe Preachments we are (ure 
are ivtiius clie but the Word of God; but thoſe other, 
though he 0rdina;xce of God, yet are they ſubje& to more 
perverſities, and many times men give ſo much way to 
their own paſſions and conceits inthew, that they are no- 
thing leſs than thac pure word. 

But to proceed, [you think (ſaith R. S.) there is a vaſt 
difference between Praying and Preaching ; #s there not 
alſo a difference between theſe and Sacraments ? ] Yes, bur 
what then? make your interence ang we ſhall tiad you an 
an{wer. 

R, S. goes on, and bids the DoRor ['©* prove that Chriſt 
& taught that Prayer may be compriſed in a ſhort Office : 
« He ſuggeFiid matter, did be determine the mode, terms, 
<« words, and expreſſions of Prayer * If not, what avails 
«Chis Plea? ] £0 R. $, dilpureth. 

But what need this Replicant bid the DoRor prove that 
Chrift taught that prayer may be compriſed in a ſhort office ? 
Hath he not tauzht this: by an example? Sure, when he 
eratified the piety of his Diſciples inquiry after inftru- 
ction in this point, he did not for 4 pattern, what the Pha- 
riſes did for a pretence when they devour d widows howſes x 
he did not make 4 /ong prayer, No, it we may believe 
Mr. Croftons Advocate, the Church of God hath been 
miſtaken more than 1606, years: For, ſaich he, Chriſt 
ſuggeſted Matter, (but) did be determine the mode,terms, 
words, and expreſſions. of Prayer ? It not, faith he,what 4+ 
wails this plea ? ] Youlay right Sir, but in good earneſt 
are you. grown ſo greata proficient in Reformation, that 
you have forgotten your Pater- NoFer ? Or, how.came 
you by that yoz7en (fo long concealed from.all the bleſſed 
Saints 
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Saints and Martyrs of Feſus Chriſt) that the Lords- Prayer 
fienifies no more than (the Tw/e of Pater- Noſter- Row in 
London) a diretion where you may take up $:»ffs of all 
ſorts, as you have occifion? Cin you underſtand common 
ſenſe? Wharis the meining of [when ye pray ſay, [Our 
FATHER WHICH ART in HrAven, &c?!] Did 
not our Saviour herein diret them to 4 Form? D.d he 
not determine the mode, terms, words, and expreſſions of 
Prayer ? It hedid nor (in that inſtance) for my part, I 
ſhall deſpair of ever uaderſtanding any ſingle Sentence of 
the Holy Goſpel. 

But (faith R, $,) there are not more various Texts in 
the Bible, than wazts in the Church, and both are the Scene 
for variety of gifts to exerciſe upon, ] How? not more va- 
riows Texts thin wants ? have you computed their num- 
ber? Are there not art leaſt a A:/ion of ſuch Texts ? 
Are there not ſome thouſands in one Book of Holy Scri- 
pture * It rhe wants of the Church be ſo many, (I demand 
of this Replicant)muſt all theſe wants be particularly enu- 
merated in our F erm of Praycr,or no? It they muſt, rhat 
Form of prayer (chat contains an enumeration ot ſo many 
particulars) cannor be much ſhorter than the whole Bible 
and ſo long a Form 15 never fit for uſe, but inthe Quadra- 
gefemal Fiſts: I ſuch 8 particular enumeration be not ne« 
cefſary (which indeed.R, S. makes impoſhble) bur the 
wants of the Church may be recommended to God in Ge- 
neral; then why notin a preſcrib'd Liturey ? For Gods 
part, being the. Ancient of days, and knowing our thoughts 
long before, he can no more be taken with the novelty than 
with the e/egancy of our. expreſſions. And for man, thar 
wariety of Conceptions (({o earneſtly contended for) bath 
more of #emp!ation and peril, but not more of real advan- 


rage, than a preſcrib'd Liturgy, as the DoRor hath ſuffict 4 ,,,,;. 


ently evinced inother Papers *. Prayers are intended tor Concep- 
LOGS. 
an 
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an exerciſe of Devotion, not of Wit z not to inform onr 
Maker, but to pertorm a duty of Solemn Worſhip that we 
may move him to be gracious. [The Title of the 102, Pſal. 
is [4 prayer for the affliFed when he is overwhelmed, and 
poureth out his complaint before the Lord.) Is this Pſalm ge- 
nerally ſuitable to the ſtate of the affliFed, and fit to exer- 
Cife his Devotions ? it it be, then there is no need of ſuch 
an enumeration of particular warts as you ſpeak of; it it 
be nor, in ſaying ſo, you blame the Holy Gboſt for inſÞiring 
ſuch a Form tor the uſe of the afflidted as is not [witable to 
the variety of Subjefts and Conditions. 
<« But Sir, (ſaith R, 8.) your next makes work for the 
&* Terre filiw, ] And why ſo? The Door told Mr. Crof- 
ton | His inſtance of the Pariſh Clerk and people, was neither 
10 our prejndice ner to his purpoſe ; for they are a general part 
of the holy Prieſthood $t. Peter ſpeaketh of, and it it thitr du- 
15 to bear a part in Gods ſolemn Worſhip. ] Here R, $. cries 
out [well level'd DoRor, I hope we ſhall no more hear of Cler- 
gy diſtin from Laity: The Pariſh Clerk andprople are 
part of the Holy Prieſthood ; very true, (ſaith R. S.) [They 
ought to bear a part in Gods Solemn Worſhip, undoubtedly 
true ((aich he :) But muſt that part be Miniſtration ? Such 
Miniſtration as is the formal att of Goſpel-minifiry 2] No, 
the DoQor never ſaid it was and therefore R. S, mighc 
have ſpared his out-cry in theſe words, [4ndif ſo, farwel 
holy orders, yea, ſolemn Ordination to the Miniflry ; a man 
may make himſelf a Priefs : Enter Independency, the Arch- 
deacon hath opentd the door. All the Lords people are ho- 
ly, the holy Prieſthood z Ergo may Miniſter in the Miniſters 
Office, ] Thus XK, S. ſuffers his zongue and pen torun riot 
for lack of the words of #r#th and ſoberneſs to ſtop them, 
Bur, ſaith R, SF. to the Door, either (you ſay) ſo, 
[that the Pars the Pariſh-Clerk and the People bear in Gods 
Solema Worſhip is Miniſtratien] or, you have ſ4id ne- 
thing] 
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thing] yes, altogether as much as he had need to ſay up- 


on that account, 

The Door did diſtinguiſh the Miniſterial Of fice and the 
Miniſterial A as well as Mr. Crofton; and bad ycu nor 
ſhuc your eyes on purpoſe, you muſt have ſeen itz tor he 


rold you, we muſt not ſo look to perſonal abilities as to forget Aniitore 


pP.Ile, 


Divine Ordinarion. 

It Mr. Crofton does not allow perſonal abilities to confer 
an office, whar does he infer from the abilities of the Boy 
to read, and the Pariſh Clerk to ſay Amen? That the Ot- 
fice of a Goſpel- miniſter imports a greater work than what is 
performable by ordinary people, the DoRor doth allow 
you; and he hath told you what that work is,in his Pulpit- 
Conceptions, 

You may boaſt what you pleaſe of your Reply, but for 
all this (your Vindication)Mr., Crofton appears ſtill to be 
ſelf- condemned; And what ever your Fury of freſhmen do 
by the Doors Logick, Iam ſure a Fury of good Caſuifts 
will condemn your Divizity: And yet whoever has your 
Yote for the Office of Senior Ledturer, (ach is the height 
of your i#ſolence,you will keep the [corners Chair to your 
ſelf, 

But I am weary of R. S. his vanity, and therefore I 
ſhall proceed preſently co make good the Doors under- 
taking, viz. That Mr, Crofton axd hi party are bound ts 
ſubmit to the uſe of a preſcrib'd Liturgy. ] 

This the DoRaor proves (by this Medium) becauſe it is 
morally poſſible ; And this he proves (by this Medium) be- 
cauſe it i not ſinful, And this he makes good (by this 
Mcdium) becauſe it « forbiddden by no Law.) 

And here we are to joyn iſſue, For R. S, denies Tha, 
(which was the »94jor Propoſition of the DoGtors (ylls- 
giſm) and ſaich, that to ſubmit to the uſe of @ preſcrib'd- Lis 
ture 15 forbidden in the Firſt Commademept, which doth 


reqque: 


ZI 
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require faithfalneſs inthe office commitred to us by the 
Lord himſelt z M#nifters of God cannot wichout fin become 
the Miniſters of men.) Thus diſputes the Replicant, 

Buc what ! To ſubmit tothe uſe of 4 preſcrib'd Liturgy for- 
bidden in the Firſ Commandement ? Some men have an 
art to infer Quidlibet ex quolibet, like the man that could 
find rhe ſean of the Croſs to be a {in againſt every one of the 
ten Commandements. [The Firſs Commandement is 
this, [Thos fhalt have no other Gods before me, This Repli- 
cant infers, Ergo, Thos ſhalt not ſubmit tothe uſe of a pre- 
ſerib'd Liturgy. ] Is this good Legick ? Juſt ſuch Argu- 
ments we find in the Charch of Rewe 3 Rogavi pro te (Pe- 
tre) ne deficeret fides tae, and again, Paſce oves meas; Ergo, 
Papa eft Fudtx Controwverſiarum, Truly,in ſuch Inferences 
as theſe the Conſequences are {0 remote there is need of more 
than an ordinary ſagacity, (ſuch as that of R.S.) to diſcern 
them. Whar you obj: againſt the Door is now very 
applicable to your ſelf, Doloſus wverſatur in generalibue. 

Bac ſuppoſe the Doctor ſhould pur you in mind of the 
Firſt Commandement, and tell you, that by tbe duty you 
owe unto Almighty God (required in that Commande- 
ment) you are obliged to ſnbmit to the uſe of a preſcrib'd 
Liturgy ; would not his conſequence be as ratioval as yours ? 
It this Deduttion be remote and donbtful, fois yours roo 
and whoſe judgment ſhall we relie upon 1n this caſe * You 
cannot be fo irrational (it you be a man) as to think we 
ought torelie on yours, becauſe you area Party; and you 
will plead that the DoRtor is ſo too, and conſequently it is 
no leſs unreaſonable that you ſhould relie on his z and whar 
will follow trom-hence bur a neceſſity of our reliance (tor 
peace and order fake) upon the Authority of the Church, as 
well in oppoſition to the Schiſmatical Inferencer as to the 
Fanatick Enthuſzzft ? Thus that Learned Prefcſſor in his 
LeRure (De Authoritate Eccleſia in rebus Fidti) hath de- 
termined 
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termined : For, he obſerves, #t a? i]luminatioiie- Spiritus 
in litibus defintendss, poteſt eſe diſſenſus, quis unwquiſq; 
Fanaticus jedFabit fuum Spiritum: ta etiamin Conte- 
quentiis deducendis ex indubicatls principiis, 9riatur lis de 
Syllogiſmo, 4» ſecundam retam rationem contexatur, 
Lnoniam que t1b! Hidetur refta ratiocinatio, alizs pugnabicr, 
non eſſe tectam, & ſic nunquam erit Contentionis periodus, 
The difference therefore muſt be decided by a more com- 
petent Fudicature, that is, by Authority, 

And now I (hall tell this bold Champion, that the Firſt 
Commandement doth require his ſubmiſſion tothe uſe of a 
preſcrib'd Liturgy; atleaſt the Firſ Commandement with 

romiſe : For that Commindement ſaith [ Hononr thy Fa- 
ther and thy Mother, ] The Prince and the Church;whole dnty 
it is to ſee, that (in Gods ſervice) all things be done decent- 
ly and in order,to the Glory of God and the Edification of his 
people. If our Lriargy were deligned ro this end, (and 
your Swperionrs do tell you it was compoſed. upon no other 
account) you are obliged to the Impoſitrun, as the Door 


hath elſewhere * maintain'd by irrefragable Conclu- | 


ſions. 


require'F aithfulneſs in the Office committed to us by the Lord 
himſelf. But give me leave toasask you a queſtion or 
two, What parts of the Mrniſfterial Office are committed 
toyou? and how far ? and by whom? Sure your Power is 
not «»limited, nor your Juriſdition ##iverſal, Was the 
Office committed to you immediately by God himſelf, or 
mediately by the Miniſtry of ſuch as have a higher Autho- 
rity than your ſelt? Did they underſtand the bounds of 
your Office when they 0r44in'd you ? Is not their Office 
committed to them by the Lord himſelt as well as yours * 
Doth not the Firſt Commendement concern them as well as 
you? and requires Cen” - intherr Office too Why, 

they 


Pulpit- 
Concepti- 


But you allege, That the Firſ Commandement doth 2» v-55, 
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they will tell you, ir is out of Fairbfulzeſs to the Treft re- 
poled in them, and co diſcharge their Office, that they bave 
compoſed and preſcrib'diuch a Litzrgy, Do zhey aver this 
without Reaſon? Was the Form (you fo caulrfly though 
fariesſly declaim agaioſt) s#:poſed upon you without any 
previous examination or deliberate judgment ? It this can- 
not be affirmed without impadence, then I ask furcher 
have not they Judicium Rationale & Diſcretionis privatz, 
4 Rational judgment of Diſcretion as well as you © and is nor 
that ſufficient to ſatisfie their Conſcience, 2s well as yours 
is to ſatisfie your own? Th then puts ther upon an equal 
competition, and makes the ſcales betwixt you and them 
hang eves, Where then-is your common juſtice with your 
private judgment ? 1s there no «lowarce to be granted. 
rhem upon the account of their 4#thor/ty ? It you be the 
Antbor of Ferubbaal jaftified, therein you acknowledge a 
judgment of of fice armed with a wore! power which the peo- 
ple have nor, [pag.17, and 18.7] and (pag.35.) you lay, 
rhough the forum of the Church viſible be changeable and 
is changed, yet it confi#eth (even.now) of ſuch, who are 
true and lawful (though ic may be not pious) Atniers of 
the Goſpel, and theſe you confeſs are Fogges : And what? 
muſt their Fudictium forenſe ff Deciſions Pubbite, their 
legal Aucþority and publick Decifon ftand for nothing © 
Oc is it a ſufficient ſec#r#ry.ro your Conſcience to confront: 
your Chriſtian liberty.to their Autberity ? It your Creed be 

of the ſame dimenſions with the Confrfbron of Faith advi- 

_ ſed bythe Afembly, you-believe otberwiſe z for they con- 

feſs, That they. who upon pretence of Chriſtian Liberty ſhall 
oppoſe any lawful , 0r the lawful exerciſe of it, whether it 
be Ginil or BcclefiaFical, reſoft the Ordinance of God; ] and 

hen you may learn from the Apoſtle whatwill tollow, 
Rom.13.2. 

But you add [ Miniflers of God canxuo! mithowt fin —_— 
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the Mintfters of men. How? not the Miniſters of men * 


Had not the men of Selamis Fobn to their Minifter P. Are ans... 


there not ſome men of: whom the Lord bimſelf afficms, 
I have ſaid ye are Gods? You will make them ſorry Gods 
indeed (and you are very well acquainted how your confe- 
derates nſed his hare Majeſty) if you allow them no Ami- 
fters in their utmoſt exigencies, .: - | 
But perhaps yout _— is good, though. your words 
be liable to exceptions It your ſenſe be this, that we 
oughr not to7efign our ſelves up in a b//nd obedience to the 
Magiſterial diQates of men, without any examination whe- 
ther they be comfſon..m to Gods word or otherwiſe, I do rea- 
dily ſubſcribe to it. Ty 
For (1) if rhere ſhould bappen to be a competivion be- 
tween them in matters clearly determined inHoly Scripture, 
or evidently conſequential to any divine determination , it is 
our acknowledged duty to &bey God rather thaw men. Bac 
this Rule ties you up more indſhenſably ro the commands 
of your Superiours in all cafes whereicr God hath made ao 
ſach exception; for [ Excepiio firmat regalam in Cofibus 
wor excepis.] If theretore you have any ſuch exception 
in the Cafe of a preſerib'd Zirergy, produce'it, in Gods 
name ; for your Governours will tell you chat God conr- 
mands your obedience co their injunRions ; and be having 
inveſted them with Authoricy over you, they are by char 
means poſfeft of 2 right ro command you from God him- 
ſelf. | In rhis cafe how can you (uperfede their power £ If 
you pretend to a Divine Anthority ro juſtifie your diſobe- 
dience, you allege no more than whatihey really have ra 
command you. And then, nnlefs the Auchoricy you pre- 
tend to,be more evident for you, than that by which they 
Claim their power to command you, is- for therg:it remains 
A teaft dowbrfwl on which fide the Right liesz 'whertier.on 
your Governors fide who — IG, or on yours. rs 
2 retule 
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refuſe obedience 5 and:ia 4ldoubsfol Caſes: itris an acr 
kdowledged Rule, i Poticr'eft pars poſiidentss ; the preſamp- 
tlon is alwayes for thoſe in Authority, elſe Peace and Or- 
der muſt expire. | A 

But befides (2)in doubtful matters,who ſhould we have 
recourfe-unto-but.ro{uch as are moſt verſed in that facul- 
ty,that eximins thems Weſbonuld conſulc, che Plyſecias 
tor our Health, and: che Lawyer ifor our Tileto an Eſtate ; 
but we bave all che reaſon in the world to truſt the Divine 
with our-Caſe of Conſcience, The learned Davenant (as 
you deſervedly ſtyle him) h#h ſoberly derermig'd in this 
particular; /Pendere-(Deus iple) noluit. dem, Ecclefie ſue 
ab abſoluti Authoritate Praedicantium : Yaluit (ramen) ts 
Miniſterio hominum in \yerbt ſalutifers predicatione, voluit 
etiam ab. omnibus Chriftianis horum Miniſtrorum vocem cum 
dcbito. hanore - atque {umma reverentia. audiri, Can the 
Learniog and Piaty of thac Reverend: Prelate prevail wich 
yau ©: Behold: (in ydur-Qpinion perhaps) a greater chan 


* woſe-gay D4Venant is bete., 'we hive even-Mr. Baxter * him(elt our 


- 
« 
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Antidote 
p.tog. 


oMir.c4 $uffragane in this Article be tells his Brethren of the Mi- 


niſtry, [:bowgh be denies them #0. have tither Credit or Aur 
therity'againſithe known 'wardiuf. God, ; yet ſo great « their 
Credit i and Authority even - as Feachers. and Guides of the 
Church in Caſes agreeable ts the word, and. in Caſes to the 
people doubttul avd unknown, «nd in Caſes left by the word 
70 their determination, (tbe word determining them bat ge- 
nerally) that he thinks the ignorance of this;ir#th bath been 
the main Cauſe .of «wr {44 Coatuſtons and; Schiſms in Eng- 
land ;. 4nd that the Miniſters:bave been guilty of itz, ,and. that 
till we have better taught even our Godly people, what Credit 
and Obedience is dut to their Teachers and Spiritual Guides, 
the Charch of, England ſball newer have Peace ar,4n9. good or 
eftabliſh'd:0rger, &45: £35.55 more fully, cicedia.he very 
next page before: [ Misa Grefions Politionexamined. } 
R 3 n 0 
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3; To keep out Fadion, to prevent Confuſion, and to 
preſerve Unity, God hith been pleaſed to eſtabliſh a Sub- 
0:dination of Miniſters in his Church,as well under the New 


* See Anti- 


as under the G/4 Teſtament *. And as there is 4 Juaze- dote p.9. 


ment of: Diſcretion that belongs to all, and a judgement of *c- 
Dire&ion thar belongs to ſingle Presbyters, ſo there is a 
judgment of Furuditton peculiar to the Prelacy, Every 
man for the [atufat#1on of his own Conſcience may inquire 
and examine ſuch DodFrines, Rites, and Forms of Worſhi 

aSare d:livered or preſcribed to himy. his judgement of Dif. 
cretion 1s given him co this purpole $5 and he will pay his 
ſab-miſston with the more alacrity to thoſe whom God hath 
ſer over him, - when he-finds their Diſcourſes and 1njunt#t- 
ons conſonant to divine Revelations. But what. it upon 
ſach theit exploration ic ſhould ſeem as well to ſome of 
thoſe that have a Direfive judgment, as to others: who 
have only ajudgment of Diſcretion,that- ſomethings are ro 
be held or praftiſed otherwiſe than their Swperiours have 
detertermined ? Why, in this Caſe Chriſtiane erit modeſtie 


. 
- 


diffidere petivs private perſpicaciz, quam Reverendo Pix vr. 3:4. 
lacorum cet (as thar Learned Profeſſor hath reſolved) # *** 


becomes their Chriſtian modefty rather to diſtruſt their own 
private #z= fight (inro the nature of thoſe particulars) than 
the Reverend C1llege of their Prelates; ro whom be- 
longs the juJgment of Jariſdition. And if poſſibly they 
ſhould deprebend ſome manifeſt prevarication .. non meas- 
$endam ftatim (chiſma,ſed communicandum-#n recepts ; to- 
lerandum.qued tolli zon poteſt, & expeRtandum demum, & 
orandum, denec Dews (uo tempore quod diſtortum eft aut 
loxatum, legitima aliqui. Authoricate acdebitis mediis, tn 
wntegrum reſtitnat. And this is not atall co become {6nful, 
or the ſervants of men, but to walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all-pleafirg, and to keep che uaicy of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace, as becames the Goſpel of Chriſt, and Gods Miniſters. 
Bax - 
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« Urlcſs it —_- A 
be :»perra-bratn, and it is their proper office to edifie your Devetion 
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Bot if the Fir ff Commandement will not juſtifie bis No#- 
ſubmiſſion to Authority in the #ſe of a preſcrib'# Literey, 
he hath another ſpecial Law will doic 4, for he.ſaich 

2, In ſpecialty, the Law of the Miniſterial of fce in its ſpecix 
al natwre (which muſt give Rules tothe Minifters aits, qua 
Minifterial atts) duth forbid ſuch ſubmiſfion,as inconſiſtent 
with, 4»d deſtructive to the formal a& of the Miniſterial 
of fice, viz. Modifying worthip by perſoaal. abilities, net- 
withflauding what our Opponem bath urged to the contrary.) 

To this I anfwer, That the formal at? of the Minifterial 
of fce is not the modifying of worſhip by perſonal abilities (as 
hath been proved formerly) bur is confpftent with and in- 
cluded inthe performance of Gods Publick Worſhip and Ser- 
vice, by a Form preſcrib d,either immediately by God himſelf, 
or by the Charch according to the word of God. And I do 
challenge * chis Replicant to produce his ſpecial Law or 
prohibition 10 the contrary, For what he adds is nor of 
force againſt ns; vis, 

That 3+ The edifying of the Church by variety of Minifte- 
rial gifts, ts a Law which dath forbid ſuch ſabmifion as de« 
firactive to that end, It ſeems your ſhift of Paſture 
makes ſar Souls too; and then 1 wonder your Law doth 
not likewiſe forbid che ſecttement of any one fregle perſon 
over a particalar Congregation ; and injoyn all Miniſtets 
to become 1tinerant, that travelling up and down their 
variety of gifts may be the more diffuſed co the edifying of 
the Church. Baur if you rake the Litargy preſerib'd in the 
full extent of ic, ir allows you zoom enough inthe Pulp, 
and upon all incidental occaſions to exerciſe your variety of 
oifts amongſtrhe people. And it you reftrain it to the 
ſeveral Forms of Confeſiton, Prayer, and Thanksgiving, 
They are deſigned to exerciſe your heart rather than your 


not your Knowledge *, And preſeri'd Forms areof fo 
much 


Conformity re-aſſerted. 29 


much the more advancageto this effeR, becauſe the leſs 
the anderflanding is occupied to conſider and invent the 
mater, the more ##rext and earneſt are the wil and affefZions 
(the moſt Immediate inflruments of Devotion) about the ho- 


by duty it ſelf,2s hath been evinced elſewhere *. # Pulpir- 


(ſaith he)6ids ws hold fa# the Form of wholſc m + words. bat +. 
not to bold tothe (ame words z to peak the ſame things, bas 
not in the (ame Syllables :]. And why fo? Chemmitius * was + ».,., 
of another mind couching the praRice of oar Saviour, and "5% ors 
the duty of the Church : Narrum pusinu ef, © 
eandem dotirinam, & taſdem Conciones, tisdems verbis ſepin 

aliis aq; altys temporibus & locks a Chriſto repetitas : There 

is no doubt bur Chriſt did often: repeat the very ſame 
Do&rine and the very ſame Sermons in the very ſame words 

at ſeyeral rimes and places, Now enim walere debet in Ec- 

clefia illud Rhetorum preceptum , Te zone. news. Sed illud 

Izaeci potins wvaltre debet, ta dure we 13: dud, For thac 

rule of the Rhetorician (hould not prevail inthe Church of 

God, (the affecting ts cloath common truth in a new dreſs :] 

bur thar of 7renew ſhould prevail rather, [the delivering of 

the ſame Article in the ſame expreſſions.) To write the ſame Phil 3.1, 

things unto you, to me indeed us not grievous, but for y- wit & 

ſafe, faith the great Apoſtle, and words are not to be multi- zz -», 


ſunt mul - 


ed to no purpole. fore mal 
Bar, if ſo, ſaith our Adverſary, i. e, if we ſpeak the fangs. 
ame things in-the ſame words, (then) the Litargy muſt be ** 
Catholick #9 of Chriſtians in all places and ages of the World, 
axd that inthe Greek language only.) To which J anſwer, 
1, That if there were one Cathelick language, ſuch a Catho- 
lick Liturgy would be very deſirable ro all ſuch as love to 
keep the »#ity of the Spirit in che bond of Peace. 0 quem 2141 
benum & quans jucundam ! But 2. becauſe all the World 
ts not of one language, and becauſe we muſt pray with the 
| #7 der- 
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wnderſtanding as well as with the heart and affeQions z 
therefore the ſame Apoſtle that requiretb all to ſpeak the 
ar Gott» ſame thing a, gives a warrant for interpretation, that all may 
: Corrs. 0E Edifiedb, 3, Itis obſervable, that his DireRion is ad- 
14, &. OUrefied,as bis Epiſtle is, to a Church of one denomination 
<Rom.rs. And language z to the Romans c, to the Corinthians ©, &c, 
5 co: 4. The Doctor does not contend for the abſolute necefury 
10. of our preſcribed Litsrgy, but :ly for the /awf#lneſs and 
expediency of it... 
But our Antagoniſt goes on thus, [had this Dodtor read 
Mr. Crofttons Argument on this Queſtion again D. G, he 
ſure would not have thus diſputed, ] And why fo? (he 
adds) Submiſſion to Superionrs is a duty ,] a good conteſii- 
on if it were not for the But that follows, [but our juci- 
cium rationale muſt judge their Mandate to be licitum & ho- 
neſtum, which in this = we cannot ds; andihen our Di- 
lemma s manifeſt, ſhall we obey God or man? jadge 
90#.} Bur maugre this mans prejudice we have proved 
their Mandate in this caſe to be licitum & honeſtum, and 
therefore to reſiſt it is neither more nor leſs than ro reſo 
the Ordinance of God, < 
*Reply'r But you were lately told upon another _occafion *, that 
5.c.xc the defence of the Apoſtles {we muſt obey God rather than 
man] & wery unſeemly in the mouths of Rebels.) Neither 
w:1l the horns of that Dilemma afliſt you in this encounter, 
tor to ſecure your Conſcience and warrant your Non-ſub- 
miſſion to your Governours, the evidence you produce to 
prove that it is Gods will yowſhould not obey them in this 
inkance, muſt be more clear and pregnant than thoſe Te- 
ſtimonies that are pleadable for their Authority to com- 
mand you otherwiſe your Conſcience it it be #emder and 
awake to do its office,muſt needs be perplexed, ſcrupulowe, 
and doubtful, unleſs you have drunk as deep of the Feſurts 
Cup in this Doctrine, as you have done in ſome others, 
and 
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and-petſwade your ſelf, chat in your praRices-relating to 
-your Superiours you may goyerg your felt by that opinion 
which 1s leſs probable z which courſe, how unreaſonable, 
how unſafe and dangerous itis you are apt to proclame loud 
enough in other inſtances, 

Your Governours command you to ſubmit to the uſe 
of 4 preſcribed Liturgy ; you deſpiſe this command, and 
cell chem you muſt obey God rather thas men, Now the 
quere is, who hach che faireſt Title toa Divine Revelation 
tor their juſtification, whether your Governonrs for their 
Command,or you (or your Recuſency and diſobedience * 

They allege the prime, luteral, and immediate importance 
of the holy Text [[ Les every Soul be ſubjetF to the higher 
powers, obey them that have the rule over yor, and (ubmit your 
ſelves. ] This is cheir grand Charter to command you, 
their gexera} Ticle to require obedience from you; bur 
where is your Charter of Exempt/on, your privilege that 
frees you trom your duty in this inſtance 2. Doth the Ss- 
perſedeas your Conicience relies upon run in theſe (or the 
like) expreſs and clear terms { Ds not obey them that have 
#he rule over you. do not ſubmit your ſelves in the wſe of a pre- 
ſcribed Lit#rgy ? ] Hud you ſuch a Divine Revelation in the 
holy Texc,: then jos had as fair a Title for your Recuſancy 
as your Governowrs have tor (heir Command. But.you 
cannot, you dare not pretend to ſuch a Divine Diſpenſation 
inthis caſe. But what is the courſe you take * Why, 
turning your back upon the clear light that leads you ro 
your dury, you betake your (elves to the obſcure ſhades, 
and ſerve your inteteit of any colour that you think will 
give a handſome appearance to your diſobedience, 

You are injoyned the uſe ot a preſcribed Liturgy, and 
flying from your duty, you take Sanctuary in the Firft 
Commandement,which,in the firff,literal,and immediate im- 
portance of it,hath nothing to the purpoſe 5 and ſo your 

G appeal 
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appeal is made to a Conſequence, which, if at all dedvcible 


from thence, is (o remote and diſtant, that ro moſt mens 

eyes it is inviſible, Thus you forſake the good and ſafe old 
41.4, w4y *; youlet gothar which is clear axd certain, to follow 
par: 1rior What is obſcure, doubtful, and uncertain. Do you thus ex- 
#7 <:gea6s. erciſe your ſelf in the Law of God? Ts this your way to- | 
& 47:14 have 4 Conſcience alwayes void of offence rowards God and 
mom towards man? 

When yourefuſe obedience to the commands of yoar 
Superiours, you had need be very well affured of your 
warrant forit: The Caſ#ifts tell you, your grounds muſt 
be as clear as thoſe upon which you are-required to take a 
ſolemn Oath, for you do as much eagage your Sonl in,one 
caſe asin the other, in both you pledge your incereſt in- 

*s<« xom Gods fayour, and ventare your Salvation *, And it is 

= pI obſervable, that God hath been more ſevere * in his in- 

* Sce Me». litionS toward ſuch as have deſpiſed the commands of 

2”. their Governowrs, than towards ſuch as have diſ- obeyed his 

5c. mi. 997 VOICE, | 

632 But afterall his pretenſions to obey God, this Reps 
eat doth prevaricate the very principle he ſo much inſiſts. 
upon ; for he that prefers a humanc judement before Gods 
expreſs Command, doth not obey God yather than man ,, and 
thus doth he: For it is Gods expreſs command (in gene- 
ral) That we ſhould obey them that have the Rule over ws;, bur 
that we ſhould not obey them (in this inſtance) #» the #ſe 
of 4 preſcribed Litwrgy, ] is buta hamane judgment, and 
yet he prefers and follows ths judgment betore #h44 Com- 
mandement. 

And now Sir, toreturn you your own words te the Do- 
or, your holding your Concluſion i net in my power t0 hin« 
der, but if your premiſes be not puſh'd down, Itt all men of 
Reaſon jndge.] 

In your cloſe, you accoſt the DoRor is theſe m_ 

Tow 
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[Tow have Sir been at the pains ts tranſcribe Mr. Crofron's 
Creed in point of Church- Communion, preterea nibil z you 
deny no one_Article, wor Diſpute not againſt them (it that be 

ood Engliſhs)bere:n they (you ſay) we are agreed, only Sir, 

t we tell you that freedom trom corruptions and diſorders 
muſs be ſecared i# the Church by the wayes God hath di- 
reted, wet by words which men have ditated, and by their 
onwarranted power determined.) To this I anſwer io ſhure, 
That the Governours of this Church have exerciſed no 
power but whac God bath werranted, nor walked in any 
w4jes bur ſuch as God hath direfed,to ſecure our freedoms 
from Corraptions and Diſorders, And that it is your dacy 
to (»bxit to chat Power, and follow thoſe wayes,bath been 
ſofficieatly evidenced againſt you. 

For Mr. Croftexs CxzaD, the DoRor had no other 
deſign upon ic than co give the people notice of his judge- 
ment, »4s, That it is 6heir duty to frequent the ſervice of 
God adminiſtred by the publick Liturgy, But that it 
ſhould be ſin in hems to 4bſent themſelves from ſuch a Wor- 
ſbip a8 Mr. Crofton and his Perty cannot without fs admi- 
niſter unto them is a pretty Paradox, a device to teach 
men how they may neith:r geto Church nor be at home x 
frequentiog that Service in Hypocriſie, which, according to 

our Dorine,they cannot in Sincerity ſay Amen to. 

I ſhall conclude mine own and the Keaders trouble,in 
this Argument, as that Reverend Profeſſor (whom you 
had in great admiration tilMhe came to wear a Rocher) con- 

clades his LeQure, De Authoritate Eccleſie in rebus Fideiy ,,. .. . 
Diſciplins optime ſecundum Dei preſcriptrum obſervarur, 7.::. 
quando Publics priveto non permitrancur arbitrio, ſed Anu * 
riftites praecipiunt, recipiunt ſubditi, non hi, pro illimita- 
ro imperio, illi pro occecato ebſequis, ſed tam hi, quam 
{#i juxta preſcriptum, a ſummo 4gonnhete in Scripturis, 
Canouem ;, ut ergo iss RY ut fige fi#4;o partium, bo- 
2 na 
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na fide deltberent prinfquam+ aliquid decernunt : Tt1 #2 
permiſſum eſt, ufExpendantadindubiraram ameſſim, quid 
injune'tur, uragnofcant ſe didiciſſe a Psſtoribus quod antea 
ienorabant, Tale autem modeſtuws in domino Fxamen, 
privatum non ſapit piritum, quo turgen? quos averſamur 
Sed ſolicitam (ſpirituum probationem,an ſunt 4 Deo * ſpiritms 
fiquidem habearur private, veFreſpeRu perſone, que le- 

gitimequeris ; vel fins, ut fibi-ſetts factat zfvel modi, cum 
pecoliarem fibi eligit querena? aut juxlcand? normam, aut 
formam , NegleQis iſtis quz a ſupremo Legiſlatore prae- 
ſcribuntur; ' ReſpeRu perſone 'aur frris, tantum abeſt, ur 
obſitmmw privatirum induſtrix, ut invitamus illos potius, 
ad Expenderdam dottrinam noſtram ad SanRuarii ftateram, 
ut fibi ipfis ſatis faciant & fidem noftram liberent ; Qui vero 


_ fecundum hancincedunt Regwulam, pax fir ſuper eos, & 1ſrae- 


lem Dei, furioſs vero & fdttisfs, qui'privato elati-au;.'in- 
ftti /amiveaur'acamine, Ectlefiam cut fubjiciuntar audire 
reclexirnnt:; (int cuivis dels 8 Orthedoxo ficue Ethnicus 
& *Publicanzue, donec'ex debita correptione aut corredFione ad 
ſobrietatens diſcant' ſapere, & ad -mmatris gremium- redire... 
Quod efficiat paſtor ille bows, ' qui ovew Errantem propriis: 
repettat* hwmerss, * Cui com" Fare & ' Spiritu ' Santto. 
fir otnnis honor, Iams," 8 glorin, in ſecula' ſeculorum,' 
Amen.- -- \. Yi ; 70% 4% 
Which may bethus rendred into Engliſh, For traly 
Diſcipline is beſt 'obſerved according ro the -Law- and 
Ordinance of God, when Afﬀeairs that concern the' pub- 
lick are not lett ro the Award and Determination of pri- 
V4:e perſons; but. Governowrs command and '-Swbjet7s 
obey,nort the: former by an Unlimited and Abſolnte Dos» 
minion, nor the latter by an "Implicit - and blind Obe- 
dience, bur when Gevernowrs command ' and - Subjet7s . 
qield obedience according ro the Rules mentioned in'the 
Holy Scripture by the Supreme diſpoſer and Lawgiver: As 
| there- 
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therefore itis the dury.of thoſe in Authority, with- 
ont partiality or jnclining to'any bde with Equity and 
ntegrity to deliberate, betore they reſolve or determine 
any thing: So, they that are to obey are allowed co 
examine and try by the Undentiable and Undoubted Rule, 
what is ſo enjoyned them, thac they may confeſs and in- 
genioufly acknowledge thit they have been brought by 
che Care of their Governours co underſtand their duty, 
which before they were utterly Ignorant ofz And ſuch 
kind of modeſt ſearch or triil by the Revealed Will of 
God ſavours not of a private ſþirit, with which they are 
puffed ap, whom we impugn ; bur is rather a diligent 
rrying of che ſpirics, whether they be of God or no: For 
as much as a Spirit may be accounted priyate, either in 
regard of the perſoz thar ſeeketh, or in reipe& of the 
End and Driitt of ſeeking , which is ro ſatisfie himlelty 
or in reterence tothe m1oner of ſeeking, when one go- 
eth a new way to work to enform his judgment, chu- 
ſing ro himſclf a peculiar and ſingular Rule and - Square 
to ſeek and judge by, emitting thoſe Rules which for 
that very purp. ſe hav- their Appointment from God 
Alniighty. [11 reſpe& of the Perſon or End, we are fo 
far trom hindring the Induſtry of private perſons, that 
we rather b:d and i»z#te them to weigh our Doctrine in 
the Ballznce of the $4x{F#ary, that they may thereby 
ſatisfie themſelves, and ecquiz our frdelity, And as 
many as walk according to this Rule, Peace be on them, 
and on the 1ſrael of God z bur they are Furiows and Fa- 
Ziows, as tar from Reaſon as Religion, who being litted 
up with the Opindon of their own Fudement and Wiſdom, 
neglect to hea» the Church to which they owe Suomſion 
and Obcarence : Ler ſuch flubbora Children to every 
ſound Believer beas 2 Heathen and a Publican, till upon 
due reproef and correfiion they learn to be wiſe anto So- 

| briety 
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briety, and to return tothe boſom of their tender 102 
ther, which that good Sheepherd grant who bringeth home 
the frayizg Sheep upon his own Rlonlder 3 To whom with 


the Father, 2nd bleſſed Spirit, be all Honour, Praiſe, and 
Glory, tor Ever and Ever, Amer. 


—— y . 
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Door Edward Reynolds (now Lord Biſhop of 
Norwich) in a Sermon Preached at the Second 
Triennial /iſitation of the Right Reverend Father 
in God Francis Lord Biſhop of Peterborough , 


at Daventry in Northampton-ſhire, fuly 12. 
1637. 


4 Hoſoever by Pride, or FaQion, or Schiſm, 37:3. 
V or Ambition, or Noyel Fancies, or Arrq- 
gance, or Ignorance, or Sedition, or Popu- 
larity, or Vain- Glory, or Envy, or Diſcontent, or Cor» 
reſpondence, or any other Carnal reaſon, ſhall rend the 
Seamleſs Coat of Chriſt, and cavſe Diviſiens and Offences, 
I ſhall need load bim with no other guile chan the Apag- 
ftle doth, That he is not the Servant of Chrif, Rom.16.17.. 
For how can he who is without Peace or Love, ſerve that 
God whois the God of Peace, whoſe Name is Love, and 
whoſe Law is Love * 
6 Greatly therefore doth ic concern all of us in our, ,,... 
| Places and Orders to put to all our Power, Prayers, Ince- 


_ 


refts, for preſerving the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
Peace, and for purſuing and promoting the Peace of Fe- 
ruſalem, that in notbing we give offence to the Church 
of God, rather be willing to filence and ſmother our 
private judgments, to relinquiſh our particular Liberties**% | 
and Intereſts, ro queſtion and miſtruſt domeſtica judicia (as 394%: . 
Teriullian calls them) our fiogular Conceits and Fancics, in Ges. 
_—” 


"2 Ks * 


aL 


c P.33,34- 


d Pag.32. 
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than to be in any ſuch thing Riff and Peremptory againſt 
the quiet of Gods,Chprch. - 

[7 45 condactbl: hereunto, he advifeth] c Submiffion to the 
Spirits of the Prophets, ani} the judgments of the Godly 
leatned s not to be (tiff 2nd 16flex. ble in our own Conceits, 
nor to be Acceptors of our own perſons, but :o be w1lli 
co retrat any Erronr, and with meeknely and thankful- 
neſs to be led into the right way by any hand, Excelleat 
was the reſolution of Feb in this caſe, Teach me and I will 
hold my peace, and cauſe me to know wherein I have erred, 
Jab 6. 24. Ia which one diſpoſition did all men, who o- 
therwiſe differ, firmly agree, and were not too Partially 
addifted to their own Faactes, nor had their judgments 
(which ſhould be guided oaly by the cruch ot chings) coo 
much"enthrall d co their own W:lls, Ends, or Paſhonss 
ſoon mig't chey be brought, it nor wherein they err, co 
change their jadgmencs, yet ar leaſt ſo ro allay them' wich 
Humility and Love (as St. Cyprian did his) that they 
ſhould never break forch into bitterneſs towards their Bre- 
thren, or diſturbance of the Church of God. 

In all differences 'tis recommended 4s 4 moſt Compendious 
Remedy to ebſerve] dthe Cuſtom of che. Charches of 
God. To retain that (when there is no expreſs and evi- 
dent variation from Divine Aathority) which is moſt con» - 


| ſonant co the received uſage of the Ancient and pure _ 
o - 


of the Church. This Rule the Apoſtle gives for 

preſſing of differences, 1f any ſeem to be Contentious, we 
have no. juch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God, 1 Cor.11. 
16, Inquire of the former Age ſaith Bildad, and prepare thy 
ſelf to the ſearch of their Fathers, Job 8. 8: Look to the old 
way (aith the Prophet, Fer. 6.16. It was not ſo from the 
beginning faith our Saviour , Mat. 19.8, Onely this 
Rule is to be qual:fied wich this neceflary diſtiation, That 
no Agt quity nath any Authority in Matters neceſſary, of 
Faith, * 
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Faith, Worſhip, or Dodrines of Religion, to preſcribe or 


deliver any thing, as /» #t felf, and immediately obligatory to 
the Conſcience, which is either Contradiffed or omitted 


* inthe written Word, which we believe to _——_ Sncleſdion | bac 
be fully ſufficient co make the man of God ants renee turion: 


o 1 Kware rt. Of Reſolving 
perfet, and throngbly furniſhed nato every ES nm 


good Work, 2 Tim.3.16,17, 

Bur, 1. In Matters acceſſory of indifferency, order, decens- 
5, and inferivar Nature, 2, ta Matter of Teſſimony to the 
Truths of Scripture, and for manifeſtingthe Succeſſion, 
Flouriſhing, and Harmony of Doarines through all Ages 
of the Church, the Godly learned have juſtly aſcribed 
much to theAuthority and uſage of the Ancient Churches. 
The ftudy of the Doctrine and Rites whereof is juſtly 
called by che moſt Learned Primate of Ireland, 4 noble 
Stvudy, I will conclude this particular with the words of 
St. Fueuſftine, Ta thoſe things, faith he, wherein the Holy 
Scripture hath defined nothing, Mos Populi Dei & infti- 
inis Majorum pro lege tenends ſunt, the Cuſtom of Gods 
= le and appointments of our Fore- Fathers muſt be held 

or Laws. 

Diſcipline and Fatherly Government (is requiſite) to 
keep the Scones of the Building in Order, and to reduce 
all unto Decency and Beauty: for as God muſt be ſerved 
with Holineſs, ſoit muſt bein the Beawty of Holineſs too, 
and Caity is the Beauty of the Church, Behold bow ples- 
ſam it i for Brethren to awell together in Unity, 

And here let me ſpeak one word to you who are 
Church-Wardens, and are entruſted with the care of 
Preſenting Diſorders to-the Governours of the Church, 
to beſeech you to conſider the Religion and Sacredneſs of 
an Oath, which ia the Houſe of God, and as you expe& 


" help from God, you promiſe to perform; with the Reve- 


rence of which Oath'and Fear of Gods dreadful Name, 
FL Were 
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were you ſothroughly afﬀeRed, as indeed you ought, we 
(bould not ſee whar with grief we do, ſa great oak. 
of Gods Houſe and Qrdinaaces, as if they were common 
2nd prophane things z many ſcarce throughout the whole 
year making their Coafeffioa of fins to God in the Aſ- 
ſembly of his People, many ſeldom or never hearing one 
Pfalm of David, or Chapter of the Holy Scriptures read 
unto them , nay, many aegleRing the whole Liturgy of 
the Church, and dropping in after the Sermon is begun , 
and though the Preacher hath taken ſad pains for what in 
the Name of God he ſpeaks uato them, having not. yet 
the patience to ſtay till that piece of the hour be ended. 
Certainly-David bad learned more Reverence to the 
Lords Houſe, 1was glad when they ſaid, Lett w go intothe 
Heuſe of the Lord, Plal, 122. 1.and ſo had Cornelius, who 
with bis Kindred and near Friends waited for the coming of 
Peter, Ads 10,24. and ſo had Solomon, who teacheth men 
to watch daily at the Gates, and to give attendance at the Poſts 
of the Doors of Gods Houſe, Prov.$. 34+ And the Prophe- 
cies foretell the like of Gods people under the Goſpel;that 
they ſhould call upon one another, and ſhould ge feedihyta 
pray before the Lord, and to feek the Lord, Zach. 8, 31. 
I ſpeak thisinZele to the Service of Ged, 2nd to the Rewe- 
rence of bis $4niuary, and beſeech you by the Sacredneſs 
of your Oath, and for the fear of Gods Name to think 
upon ic, * Thus far the Pious, Learned, and Reverend 
Dr, Reynolds (now Lord Biſhop of Norwich) 1 that bis 
'Sermonatthe Yiſtaiion.s 
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